


Out for the count 


Absent clergy bring Synod to a halt but not before a new Share Scheme is voted in 


The Diocesan Synod in High Wycombe on June 13 came to an 
abrupt end when a head-count revealed that there were not 
enough clergy present to form a quorum in the House of 
Clergy. The last time this happened was in 1986. As a result a 
debate on the Bridge Report proposals for the reform of 
Synodical government could not take place even though there 
were quorums in the House of Laity and House of Bishops. 

‘It seems that the laity take their synodical duties more seri- 
ously than the clergy. I suspect that the situation has occurred 
before but no one drew attention to it,’ said a senior Diocesan 
Church House spokesman. 

Canon Simon Brown, the new chairman of the House of 
Clergy, said: ‘I was very embarassed that my first task in the 
chair was to adjourn Synod. One realises that Saturday after- 
noons can be difficult with weddings and fetes. But we owe it to 
Synod, if we are elected, to make arrangements to be present’. 

Electoral rolls to be deciding factor from 2000 

The morning’s business was not affected and a new Parish Share 
Scheme, based for the first time on a deanery’s electoral roll, 
was overwhelmingly endorsed. It will also take into account the 
Census and National Income Statistics for each deanery and will 
be phased in over three years from the year 2000. 

Proposing the Scheme, the Venerable David Goldie, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, who chaired the Parish Share work- 
ing party, said they had looked for something which would be 
simple and easy to update. The consultation with deaneries had 
revealed a general welcome for a scheme based on membership 
but with a small wealth factor built in, and which allowed 
deaneries to decide how to allocate the Share to their parishes. 

Three deaneries, however, put forward alternative schemes in 


the form of amendments. The Revd Guy Chapman said that 
Bicester and Islip Deanery wanted a scheme based on the judge- 
ment of a group of ‘wise men’ who could take account of local 
factors. ‘The new scheme is seriously flawed. Some who have 
always paid in full are being asked to pay less and some who 
have never paid in full are asked to pay more’, he said. 

Cowley Deanery’s alternative was based on a church’s atten- 
dance figures and actual income based on its audited accounts. 
Their lay chairman, Mrs Gwen Ranklin, said that electoral rolls 
had no relevance to church attendance. As a result of the pro- 
posed scheme Cowley would have to face an increase of over 
£24,000 when they were aready struggling. 

John Hooper, lay chairman of Claydon Deanery was con- 
cerned that the proposed scheme could be manipulated. ‘In our 
rural deanery a number of small parishes use electoral rolls as a 
basis for keeping in contact with their ‘fringe’ members. 
Electoral rolls will be pruned as people realise that being a mem- 
ber increases the share by over £150. The Claydon scheme was 
logical and fair because it took into account the cost of clergy, a 
church’s ability to pay and church attendance. 

Let’s get on with the real work of the Church 

‘There is no such thing as a perfect Scheme,’ said Martin Mays- 
Smith (Newbury). ‘We should support this one, trust the Bishop’s 
Council to sort out any injustices, stop arguing about how little 
we should pay and get on with the real work of the Church.’ 

Synod evidently agreed with him. The alternative schemes 
were rejected and the proposed scheme endorsed. ‘It will open 
up a new chapter in the life of the Diocese’, David Goldie said. 

The Parish Share is the way that the money needed for the work of the Diocese is 
contributed by parishes. 



Golden 
Gift Days 

Children at all three 
Diocesan Children’s Gift 
Days enthusiastically 
cheered on members of 
the British Wheelchair 
Sports Federation 
basket ball team as they 
demonstrated their 
expertise. The children, 
who had been learning 
about disability sports, 
saw first hand the enjoy- 
ment and skill that 
people with disabilities 
can get from playing 
sport in specially 
adapted wheelchairs. 
1998 is the golden 
jubilee of wheelchair 
sport at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. 
Photo: Frank Blackwell 
M ore pictures on page I 7 
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World Cup pilgrimage! 

The needs of football fans have been incorporated into this 
year’s St Birinus Pilgrimage on July 12, says Canon John 
Crowe, Team Rector of the Dorchester Team Ministry. In 
the setting of the Abbey Cloister Garden, a big screen video 
will show the World Cup Final following the 6.30pm 
Pilgrimage Service in Dorchester Abbey. 

‘We realise that there will be many football fans in the 800- 
strong congregation,’ said John Crowe. ‘Not only will they 
be able to quench their thirst and be fed at our bar and 
barbecue, they will also be able to enjoy the match!’ 

Up to nine bishops from Nigeria, Korea, Brazil and South 
Africa are expected to join the 1 2-mile Pilgrimage, which 
starts at 1 .30pm from Churn Knob (or 3.30pm from 
Brightwell cum Sotwell for a five-mile walk). ‘On this 
weekend before the Lambeth Conference, the bishops will 
be able to get a flavour of Christian life and witness in this 
country,’ said John Crowe. Pilgrimage hotline 0 1 865 340044. 
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How democratic is the C of E? 

‘Democracy is a very bad form of government - but I ask you never to forget; all the others are so 
much worse/ So the American TV lawyers tell us. But is the Church of England democratic enough? 


( democracy, di-mok'ra-sU a form of 
government in which the 
supreme power is vested in the 
people collectively and is adminis- 
tered by them or by officers 
appointed by them.’ 

Parishes are the bedrock of the 
church. At their Annual Parochial 
Meetings they elect their church- 
wardens and Parochial Church 
Council and lay members of the 
Deanery Synod. Those Deanery 
Synod members in turn elect their 
lay representatives on the 
Diocesan Synods and the General 
Synod. The Diocesan and General 
Synods appoint officers to admin- 
ister their various functions and 
there you have a democracy. 

The Bridge Report recommends 
abolishing Deanery Synods and 
replacing them with an Electoral 
College. This single move would 
not only make the whole system 
less democratic but also remove 
the ability of parishes to operate 
jointly with each other to achieve 
goals they cannot reach alone. 

But, like Gaul, the Church is divid- 
ed into three parts - the bishops, 
the clergy and the laity. Whilst the 
laity is entirely democratic, the 
clergy is not. Bishops exercise epis- 


cope using the pyramid manage- 
ment structure of Synodical 
Government with the Archbishops 
as chairman of the General Synod, 
descending through the bishops at 
Diocesan level and rural deans at 
Deanery level to the clergy in their 
parishes. All the clergy have to 


in my view 


by James Adam 

swear allegiance to their bishops 
and on upwards to the archbish- 
ops. This part of the system is not 
democracy but episcopacy, which 
is, in fact, a form of benevolent 
dictatorship! 

Recent changes in the funding of 
the Church mean that parishes are 
having to finance the stipends and 
pensions of the clergy particularly 
in richer Dioceses like ours in 
Oxford. Naturally those parishes 
want a voice to be heard by the 
bishops as to how that money is 
spent and how their clergy are 
deployed. 

The decline in stipendiary min- 
istry, the ordination of women 
and the introduction of NSMs and 


LNSMs means that a lot more men 
and women are being ordained 
later in life having developed their 
ideas as part of the laity. Many of 
them have considerable business 
and management experience. 

More lay readers are being trained 
to assist in ministry but remain 
lay. 

There is no doubt that the increas- 
ing influence of the laity is both 
recognised and welcomed by the 
bishops, whose councils, made up 
of elected lay and clergy represen- 
tatives, play a large part in their 
policy making process. This, 
together with the election by the 
clergy of their representatives to 
Diocesan and General Synod, goes 
a long way towards democracy. 
Only the election of bishops, as in 
Scotland and Wales, would bring 
it about completely. 

In my view such changes are nei- 
ther necessary nor desirable and 
could lead to Congregationalism. 
The present hybrid system of epis- 
copacy and democracy is working 
well and is not in need of radical 
change. 

James Adam is a member of Diocesan 
Synod and Lay Chairman of Wendover 
Deanery Synod. 



Making connections in Slough 


Christians in Slough from many denominations have joined 
together in a formal partnership, called Kingsway 
Connections, to help them engage more effectively with the 
economic, cultural and political life of the area. Kingsway 
Connections builds on 80 years of sector ministry in Slough. 
‘It is time to lay new foundations for continuing the work of 
God in partnership with others for the common good,’ says 
the Revd John Nicholson of the Kingsway team. Pictured cist 
the launch in May are church leaders from some of the 
denominations involved, with members of the Connections 
team (I to r): Denise Critchell; the Revd Janet Sowerbutts; 
the Right Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford; Norman 
Critchell; the Revd John Nicholson; the Revd Roger McAvoy 
representing the Methodist District; Canon Simon Brown, 
Rural Dean; the Roman Catholic Bishop of Northampton; 
the Right Revd Leo McCartie and Paul Lipscomb, chairman 
of the management team. 
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Brand New ^ 

Youth Discipleship / U 
Discovery Course ^ 
Sound Foundation 

Magazine style & youth-friendly 
Ideal for youth leaders or peer-led groups 

Currently only available direct from Viz-A-Viz 
Viz-a-Vizf Dobson House, Bentalls, Basildon, 
Essex SS14 3BX Tel: 01268 530531 

RELEVANT COMMUNICATION OF THE GOSPEL TO PEOPLE TODAY 


Reclaiming tax on covenants made easy! 



Easy to use software: 

can be used on most PCs. Tax reclaim forms produced 
are approved by the Inland Revenue. 

Tel/Fax (0191) 2815486. 


HEADWAY 


A movement of Methodists committed to 
Prayer for Revival and the Evangelical Faith. 

Grateful for the Past 
Moulding the Future 

To join this growing movement contact: 

Neil Baldock, 43 Bath Road, 

Wotton Bassett, SWINDON 
Wilts SN4 7DE. Tel: 01793 853197 


Together we can make a difference 



The Christian Socialist Movement in association 


with The New Statesman 


WHOLE IN ONE: 

THE POLITICS OF INCLUSION 

Day Conference at Church House, Conference Centre, 
Westminster 

Thursday July 9, 1998, 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Including: 


• Chris Smith, MP 

• Richard Holloway 

• Chris Bryant 

• Catherine Shelley 

• Paul Valelly 


• Jeremy Paxman 

• Madeleine Bunting 

• Peter Selby 

• Angela Sarkis 


Followed by a service at St. Matthew's Church, Westminster 5.30pm 
Conference fees: £20 (CSM Members) £25 (other indivudals) £45 
(voluntary organisations) £60 (commercial and business organisations) 

Contact Christian Socialist Movement, 1st Floor, Bradley Close, 
White Lion Street, London N1 9PF 
Tel: 0171 833 0666 Fax: 0171 833 4102, E-mail csmofficeXaoLcom 


An Oxford Summer School 

JESUS' LIFE TODAY 

The Resurrection for Church and Society 

17-21 August, 1998 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford OX2 6PW 
Join Tom Wright, Michael Green, 
Alister McGrath and others as we look at 
the implications of the Resurrection for 
the modern world . 

Stimulating ideas, international fellowship, 
spiritual refreshment 

Tel: 01865 274200 for application form. 
Day visitors welcome. 


MA in EASTERN 
and/or AFRICAN 
CHRISTIANITY 



SOAS 




SOAS, the world's centre for the study of Asia and Africa, now offers London 

the unique opportunity to study part-time for a masters degree in 

Eastern and African Christianity. The course is tailored to individual needs, allowing students to foe 
upon Christianity's language and texts or study expressions of Christianity offered through disciplin 
such as anthropology, history or development studies. 


Awarded top research ratings, the Department of the Study of Religions also offers the MA in 
Oriental and African Religions and the MA in Indian Religions. They comprise three taught 
components plus a dissertation and may be studied full-time in one year or part-time over two or 
three years. 


For more information or a copy of the School prospectus, contact Wendy Davis on email 
wd4@soas.ac.uk or telephone 0171 691 3371 or 0171 323 6027 (ansaphone) or write to her at 
SOAS, Thomhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG. 


PUBLISHER 
SEEKS POETRY 


Royalties will be paid for all 
published works. 

Send entries to: 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

5 LISTER ROAD, TILBURY, 

ESSEX RM18 8YH 
Phone: 01375 401748 


“THE HODDER BOOK 
OF PRAYERS 
IN LARGE PRINT” 

from bookshops/ libraries 
in 20 pt bold £17.99 
Age range 13-100 years 
Unique in the U.K. 


THE CATHOLIC 
STUDY CIRCLE 
FOR ANIMAL 
WELFARE 

Help us to fight against the abuse of the 
non human creation through prayer and 
reading our triannual publication, THE 
ARK, interdenominational and with a 
world-wide circulation. 

Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK 
(p&p incl.) 

39 Onslow Gardens, South Woodford, London E18 1ND 
Telephone (0181) 989 0478 

A CATHOLIC CHARITY TO FIGHT ABUSE OF ANIMALS. NO. 231022 
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Young people 
benefit from 
deanery rebates 

What started out as a financial incentive to encour- 
age parishes to pay their share promptly, has this 
year resulted in increased opportunity for outreach 
to young people, says Canon Simon Brown, 
Diocesan Consultant for Deanery Development. 

The rebate scheme to encourage all parishes to 
pay their share has been so successful, that last 
year Diocesan Synod agree to set aside 1% of the 
Diocesan budget - £142,000 - for deaneries to bid 
for ‘seed-corn’ money to get new projects off the 
ground. Four successful bids met the April 30 dead- 
line and will receive a total of £35,500. 

The Deaneries of Deddington, Bradfield and 
Burnham and Slough will be using the grants to 
pay for the appointment of youth workers who will 
develop youth work in their areas. Newbury 
Deanery is using the grant for a mission event 
called FOCUS which links in with IMPACT, their 
ongoing ecumenical work among young people. 
This leaves £106,500 for bids that are submitted 
before the second deadline on October 31, 1998. 

From Finance to Mission 

Parish treasurers were encouraged to share their 
problems, and soon the better-off parishes were 
supporting others so that the full rebate could be 
collected. The scheme worked so well that the 
amount of money collected increased faster than 
the amount paid out in rebates! 

When Bishop’s Council realised that some 
deaneries would never qualify for a rebate because 
a few parishes did not pay their share, Diocesan 
Synod agreed to offer everyone a one-off 2% rebate. 

In 1999 the scheme will be further refined by 
giving deaneries reaching the target not only the 
2% rebate, but also a further 1% rebate if they man- 
age to pay regularly throughout the year on a 
quarterly basis. This will get over the perennial 
problem of parishes finding it hard to pay early in 
the year, and the Diocese being obliged to set aside 
a substantial sum (about £1 million) to cover expens- 
es such as clergy salaries. 

‘I hope all deaneries will be thinking imagina- 
tively about how a little extra funding could 
support and stimulate their work, and that they 
will encourage their rural deans and lay chairmen 
to make applications for the grant,* said 
Simon Brown. 


Fortune in a cereal box 

An empty All-Bran box will be the star exhibit at 
an event in Witney High Street Methodist Church 
at 6pm on July 19, writes Ian Boughton. 

The story of how £12,025 in used notes were 
stuffed into the cereal box and posted to a charity 
worker, will be the highlight of the event which 
also includes music from local folk-gospel trio 
Road to Glory, a talk by Ron Prosser, director of 
the International Children’s Trust, and a message 
from the Trust’s patron, actor and musician Phil 
Collins. 

The gift came after Ron Prosser had been tour- 
ing the west country to talk about the Trust 
which works in six countries to rescue children 
from poverty through education and by setting 
up cottage industries, such as the printing opera- 
tion in Zambia which now provides employment 
for a whole community. 

The All-Bran box was delivered to Ron through 
the post with a note saying the money was for his 
charity work. There was no return address. The 
musty smell of the notes suggested they might 
have been somebody’s life savings, kept in that 
traditionally ‘safe’ place, under the mattress! 

Churches wishing to host a similar event 
should contact Ian Boughton on 01993 774779. 


New Marston Pastoral Centre 

The New Marston Pastoral Centre opened its doors 
for the first time last month to host a meeting of 
Oxford Youth Works, which offers training for 
youth ministries. 

The centre, which is near St Michael’s Church, 
was built thanks to money left by a local resident, 
the late Doris Field, who stipulated that it must 
be used for a purpose that would benefit the 
whole community. Besides a hall, kitchen and rest 
room, there are three offices which will be rented 
out to charities or professional people working for 
the local community. The centre will be officially 
opened by the Bishop of Oxford on September 29. 
Anyone wishing to use the facility should write to 
the Administrator, New Marston Pastoral Centre, 
Jack Straws Lane, Oxford OX3 0DL. 


Standing ovation forlerry Landsbert 


Terry Landsbert, who retires this 
month after 16 years as Secretary 
of the Board of Finance, was given 
a standing ovation at his last 
Diocesan Synod. Tributes too were 
paid to his wife, Alex who was 
there beside him. 

A presentation was made by the 
Bishop of Oxford who said, ‘He has 
always been clear that his function 
is to serve the Diocese with advice 
and not to make the decisions him- 
self. Because he carried out his role 
in an exemplary manner parishes 
have always felt he was accessible 
for advice. He is a committed mem- 
ber of his local church and a Reader 
and that has been at the heart of 
his work.’ 

The Diocese had been in quite 
considerable financial difficulties 
when Terry Landsbert took up his 
post after a career as an accoun- 
tant in industry but he had risen 
to the challenge and had been ‘an 
always reassuring presence to the 
parishes,’ said John Yaxley, chair- 
man of the Diocesan Board of 
Finance. He spoke too of his work 
in helping to develop the new 
parish share system. 

‘We have all been privileged to 



work with you. It has been a case of 
service well and above the cause of 
duty. We are all in your debt,’ John 
Yaxley said. 

‘These have been the best 16 
years of my life,’ said Terry 
Landsbert in his farewell speech 
and speaking to The DOOR after- 
wards he said: ‘I tried to serve the 
Diocese with joy and as a vocation 
and not as an ecclesiastical civil 
servant’. 


Voice for the suffering church 

Oxford-based Lion Publishing 
launched Baroness Cox: A Voice for the 
Voiceless by Andrew Boyd, at the 
House of Lords last month. Using 
her role as Deputy Speaker of the 
House of Lords is one way Caroline 
Cox helps suffering people: the other 
is to weep with them. ‘Maybe part of 
Christian love is being willing to 
attend whatever calvaries God may 
call us to,’ she says. 


Plans for 50th Kirchentag 

The 50th Deutscher Evangelischer 
Kirchentag will take place in 
Stuttgart from June 16-20, 1999. 
Christians from all over the world 
will gather under the slogan ‘You 
are the salt of the earth’ for Bible 
study, lectures, musical events and 
worship. Visitors will stay in local 
Christians’ homes for £50 a head. 
Full details from the Revd Tony 
Ditkinson on 01494 520676. 


New canons smile in the rain 



On a wet evening on June 13, six new Honorary Canons were 
installed at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Pictured above with 
the Bishop of Oxford (centre) and the Dean, the Very Revd John 
Drury (third from right) are (from l-r) David Meara, Beaumont 
Stevenson, Brian Mountford, Brian Shenton, Barbara Doubtfire and 
Chris Neal. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


PACT adoption guide 

There is a national shortage of people 
offering to adopt older children from 
toddler to teenage. So a new guide aimed 
at dispelling some of the myths sur- 
rounding adoption has been published 
by Parents and Children Together (PACT), 
a registered charity founded by the 
Church of England and devoted to sup- 
porting families. 

‘We’ve found that many people don’t 
think they can become adopters, even 
though they would like to’, says PACT’S 
Director, Yvette Gayford. ‘They think 
they need to be on a high income and 
own their own homes, but this isn’t the 
case at all. We wanted to let people know 
that we are looking for ordinary people 
- people who have the time, energy and 
commitment to take on one or more 
children’, she said. 

To find out more about adoption and 
for a free copy of the new guide call 
PACT’S Freefone number 0800 731 1845. 
PACT was originally known as the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social Work. 


Bloxham wins 
Betjeman award 

For the second year running, a 
church in the Oxford Diocese 
has won the John Betjeman 
Memorial Award. The award 
was presented to a representa- 
tive from St Mary’s Church, 
Bloxham on June 13 at the 
annual meeting of the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings. Last year’s winner 
was St Matthew’s, Harwell. 

The careful repair and con- 
servation of 15th century 
carved stonework at St Mary’s 
Church was undertaken by 
Architectural Stone 

Conservation under the guid- 
ance of Clews Architects. 

The Award consists of a cer- 
tificate bearing a print 
specially produced by the late 
John Piper, a longstanding 
friend of John Betjeman’s. 


news in brief 

Greenbelt, the four-day Christian Arts Festival, 
promises to be better than ever this year. 
Musicians Delirious, Ricky Ross and Cameron 
Dante are already booked, along with Michael 
Yaconelli, Tom Sine and Sister Joan Chittester 
for workshops. Greenbelt is ‘the safe festival’ 
say the organisers. The site is alcohol free and 
relations with local people in Deene, 
Northamptonshire are good. This year there are 
also flushing loos! Info line 0451 511425. 

Penny Keens has been elected to the House of 
Laity of General Synod, following a by-election 
on June 12. There were six other candidates. 
Penny Keens is lay chairman of Milton Keynes 
Deanery Synod, a lay member of Diocesan 
Synod and a member of the Bishop’s Council. 

A new ‘Quiet Garden’ at Wootton near 
Abingdon was dedicated on June 20 by the Revd 
Peter Challenger. The owners. Miss Jean Roberts 
and Miss Joan Leach have also converted their 
garage into a chapel . Details on 01865 736217. 

The Bishop of Reading went to Diddenham 
Manor Farm, Grazeley last month as the guest 
of John Miller, a sheep, arable and pig farmer. 
The visit included in-depth discussions on 
aspects of animal welfare. Bishop Dominic is an 
advocate of animal rights. 

‘Village Appraisals for Windows’ helps commu- 
nities gather facts and opinions. Details from 
Jane Gilbert, of the Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council on 01865 883488. 

The new Rural Dean of Newbury is the Revd 
David Cook, Team Rector of the Newbury Team 
Ministry. 

For the first time churches in Henley collected 
more than £4,000 in their Christian Aid Week 
house to house collection. 

The Revd Justin Lewis-Anthony has been 
appointed Precentor of Christ Church, Oxford. 
Formerly curate at Cirencester Parish Church in 
Gloucestershire, he is married to Sian, a lawyer 
specialising in human rights. The couple have 
three children, with another due soon. 

Patrick Salisbury, the Director of Music at All 
Saints, Sutton Courtenay, has been made a 
Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music. The 
appointment will be made at a service at 
Southwark Cathedral on July 4 at 12 noon. 

Legoland, Windsor is hosting its second 
Christian ‘Praises in the Park’ celebration for 
families and church groups on September 19. 
Activities will include building an ark ffom 
Lego bricks. The day ends with an act of wor- 
ship hosted by Songs of Praise presenter Diane 
Louise Jordan. For details ring 01753 626100. 


Christian Studies 

by Distance Learning 



• Units include Biblical Studies, Christian Thought, 
Ethics, Pastoral Care and Spirituality 

• No specific entry requirements 

• Study at home, at your own pace 

• Wort towards a Certificate a Diploma accredited 
by the Open University 

• Special arrangements fa local groups 
Study supported by 

• residential weekends and regional days 

• individual tutorial guidance 


Apply now to begin in September 1998 

Send for a Christian Studies Programme prospectus to: 

The Theology Office, Westminster College, Oxford 0X2 9AT 

Tel: 01 865 253371 or 253590 
Fax: 01865 201 197 

(egwiddiM, 30W2 


Westminster College 

in Oxford 
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Abbey celebration for Churches in 
Solidarity with Women Decade 

Ten years ago the World Council of Churches 1988 called 
on the churches to reflect on their attitude towards 
women and how they treat them. And so was born the 
Ecumenical Decade for Churches in Solidarity with 
Women. 

To celebrate the Decade’s worldwide achievements, to 
mark its end and to recognise the long journey that lies 
ahead, a Day of Celebration which included workshops 
and discussion groups, was held at Dorchester Abbey on 
June 6. Over 50 women and men gathered to hear the 
Revd Jean Mayland from the Council of Churches in 
Britain and Ireland describe the progress that has been 
made and point the way forward to the promised com- 
munity of equals. 

The second speaker, Bridget Rees, Director of the 
Mirfield Centre, asked if solidarity is enough. She looked 
forward to a time when the churches might seek repen- 
tance and radically new ways in ministry and 
organisation. 

The service written by the committee and led by Dr 
Carol Boulter finished the day and wove together the 
cries of the women which had prompted the Decade, the 
achievements of the Decade and the gifts which we need 
to move on. The Revd Canon Dr Susan Cole-King spoke 
on ‘the Gifts for the Journey’. 

Creating Confidence 

Regional groups have been meeting ever since, all over 
the world, to discuss and take action. In the Oxford area, 
the committee chaired by Jennifer Beresford, who g 
reflected on the Decade in the May DOOR, has focussed g 
on the creation of confidence in women. Workshops con- « 
tinue to be run and Jennifer’s book. Creating Confidence § 
in Women has been published. & 

A report outlining the issues that the committee has J 
considered which include domestic violence, racism and 
economic justice - was signed by participants as they 
left. The Decade will end but the work continues and the 
call to the Churches will remain strong. 

Carol Boulter 

On Saturday, September 19 there will be a Celebration Day in 
Gloucester Cathedral when the keynote speaker will be Dorothee Solle. 
Ring 01242 253162 for details. 

Jubilee 2000 in German 

An Oxford group visiting Bonn joined fellow Christians in putting 
pressure on the German government who are still undecided 
about supporting the Jubilee 2000 campaign to write off the 
debts of the world’s poorest nations. When Canon Christopher 
Hall and his wife Viviane gave a bilingual Jubilee 2000 presenta- 
tion in one church in Germany, he was warmly applauded. With 
their elections in September our German friends urge us to put 
pressure on their politicians’, he said. Petition forms in German 
are available from him.Telephone: 01 869 338225. 


Ecumenical parish comes of age 

Woughton celebrated their 21st birthday as Milton Keynes’ 
first ecumenical parish on Pentecost weekend. The celebra- 
tions included a barbecue, country dancing, football, making a 
commemorative banner and a production of This is your life, 
Woughton ecumenical parish’. Among the guests were all the 
previous and present clergy team members including the 
‘founding fathers’ who united the Anglican, Methodist and 
URC churches in 1977. 

Divisions painfully overcome 
At a combined parish service on Pentecost Sunday at Christ 
the Vine Church, Coffee Hall, Gethin Abraham-Williams, the 
first Ecumenical Officer of Milton Keynes said: ‘At Pentecost 
God gave us his Holy Spirit to build his church and proclaim 
his Kingdom, not devise denominations. 

‘We are seeing the love of God through the work of the Holy 
Spirit helping us painfully to overcome our divisions and to 
realise once again that we are the one, holy, catholic and apos- 
tolic church’, said the Revd Murdoch Mackenzie, Ecumenical 
Moderator of Milton Keynes. 

With that the birthday cake was cut and Woughton 
Ecumenical Parish had come of age. 


Romanian visitors in Oxford 



Eleven clergy from 
Romania, representing 
Orthodox, Catholic and 
Reformed Church tradi- 
tions, visited Diocesan 
Church House on May 20 
to discuss with various 
members of staff the role 
of the Church in civil 
society.They were accom- 
panied by two inter- 
preters, and by Caroline 
Zvegintzov, representing 
the Keston Institute, who 
organised the visit. 
Among those they met at 
Church House was jo 
Saunders, Social 
Responsibility Officer 
(fourth from right). 


Tribute to Stephen Murrell 

Stephen Murrell, 37, died suddenly in the John Radcliffe 
Hospital on May 12 following surgery for a long-stand- 
ing illness. He was to have been among the first group 
of local non stipendiary ministers (LNSMs) due to be 
ordained on October 4. 

Stephen was very much a local boy. He had lived in 
Salford for most of his life and was educated in the vil- 
lage and later at Chipping Norton School where he 
received a special award in recognition of his courage 
and cheerfulness. Just before he began his training on 
the Saint Alban’s and Oxford Ministry Course he was 
also awarded an Open University degree. 

Stephen was just the kind of person the LNSM min- 
istry was designed for. Rooted in the local community, 
deeply committed to a collaborative style of ministry, 
and with a vision for a benefice-wide approach in the 
small rural parish. His years of struggling with his ill- 
ness, which sometimes caused him intense pain, 
enabled him to reach out to others. His gentle, yet firm 
approach, coupled with a good sense of humour, 
endeared him to people. His interest in the Orthodox 
Church, and his recent visits to Mount Athos reflected a 
profound spirituality from which he drew great 
strength. 

The sadness the benefice feels at the fact that he came 
so close to realising his dream of ordination will take 
some time to deal with. Yet his funeral was a triumph. A 
former Rector, James Barnett, gave the address; Hugh 
Williams, non-stipendiary curate, Barbara Doubtfire, 
facilitator of the local ministry development group, and 
Nick Fennemore of the St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course, led the prayers; Nick Hill, a close friend and 
local ministry development group member, read the les- 
son and paid tribute, and the Bishop of Dorchester gave 
the Commendation and Blessing. It was generally 
agreed that that was Stephen’s ordination. 

Glyn Evans and members of 
the Local Ministry Development Group 


Family window for 
Stoke Poges church 

Christian family life is celebrated in a 
new stained glass window in St Giles, 
Stoke Poges, the church famed for Gray’s 
‘Elegy in a Country Churchyard’. 

The window is in memory of Mary 
Thorpe. The Bishop of Norwich, the Right 
Revd Peter Nott, a friend of the Thorpe 
family, recently unveiled it in the pres- 
ence of the patron, Harry Thorpe and his 
family, David Wasley who designed the 
window and a large congregation. The 
service was led by the Vicar, the Revd 
Cyril Harris. 


Mary Thorpe was a loving wife and 
mother and a member of the Mothers’ 
Union whose logo features in the win- 
dow. The Diocesan MU President and local 
MU officers were in the congregation. 
The Mary Thorpe window includes a close 
family group to show the importance of 
Christian marriage. The garden rose, 
Mary Thorpe’s favourite flower, and the 
lily, the adopted flower of the Mothers’ 
Union also appear. 

‘It seemed fitting that, as the millenni- 
um celebrating 2000 years of Christian 
witness approached, a window depicting 
Christian family life as the cornerstone of 
our society should be installed’, said 
Heather Harris. 



Theatregoers 

Club of Great Britain 


Since 1978 we' have been taking our 
members to musicals, plays and concerts by 
luxury coach. It is simply the best way to 
see the best shows. Why not treat yourself, 
or give membership as a present. To find out 
more. 


L Telephone: 0171 450 4040 


Thirty Years of Excellence 

NEWMAN 

University Sector 

COLLEGE 



On offer in 1998-99 

TAUGHT MASTER'S AWARDS 

MEd (Primary anti Secondary) 

MA & MA(Ed) in English or History or 
Theology 

UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 

Initial Teacher Training in: 

Primary Education; 

KS2/3: ICT, Science & English 
Secondary Education: English or ICT 
Contact for further information: 
Christine Wilkinson 
(Admissions Registrar) 

Tel: 0121 476 1181 Fax: 0121 476 1196 

E-mail: c.wilkinson@newman.ac.uk 
htlp;//www.newman.ac.uk 


Holy TVinity, North Witney 
Part of Witney Team Parish 

need an 

ORGANIST 

To play 10.45am Sunday (mainly ASB Rite A) and at midweek choir 
practice each week. Ability to assist choir training helpful, as we 
have a thriving mixed choir. 2 Manual recently restored pipe organ. 
You will be playing music from a variety of styles, Honorarium 
currently based on per service basis. 

RSCM rated to approx. £1,000 p.a. 

Contact for more details: 

Revd Tim Edge 
Holy Trinity Vicarage 
4 MakJley Close 
Witney 

Oxon. 0x8 6ER 
Tel: (01993) 773438 



The Royal Society 
of St. George 

Founded 1894 
Incorporated by Royal 
Charter 


Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 


President: Sir Colin Cole KCB KCVO TD 


"Stand up for England" 


If you love your country and believe in all things English, 
then why not join the Royal Society of St. George, 
England's premier patriotic society? 

Founded in 1894 to promote England and Englishness, the 
Society is still active over a century later, as the standard 
bearer of traditional English values and culture. 

Join the Royal Society of St George today and support our 
essential work to safeguard our heritage, revitalise our 
nation arid restore decency and integrity to public life. 
Telephone the Membership Secretary on 
01303 241795 (Fax 01303 850162) 
for a brochure and membership form or write to: 

The Membership Secretary, 

The Royal Society of St. George, 

127 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BL 
Reg. Charity 263076 



Theology and Religious Studies at 
King Alfred's, Winchester 

King Alfred’s College is delighted to announce that with the integration of Theology courses from La 
Sainte Union College in Southampton it can now offer the following programmes of study: 

BTh (Hons) Theology (full or part-time) 

BA/BSc Combined Honours Theology (full or part-time) 

BA/BSc Combined Honours Religious Studies (full or part-time) 

Theology and Religious Studies can be combined with each other or with one of 12 other subjects 

MA Theology (full or part-time) 

MA Religious Studies (Spirituality) (full or part-time) 

BA (Hons) Primary Education with Subject Studies in Religious Studies 

Contact us today to find out more about our exciting range of Religious Studies and 
Theology programmes on 01962 841515 or fax 01962 842280 

King Alfred’s 

University College Winchester 

Tbe institution is a registered charity and exists 
solely to provide education facilities in tbe community 




Urban Learning Foundation Partnership 

Have you considered training to be an RE teacher? 


It’s interesting, it’s worthwhile and offers good employment prospects. Provided that you have a 
degree which includes religious studies you could spend your training year in London on a course 
designed by six quality inner London schools and the ULF leading to the Postgraduate Certificate 
in Education. 


Special features • practical school centred course in selected schools • full involvement in the life 
of the school, • opportunity to contribute to an urban, multi-faith community • small course with 
excellent individual support • bridging course available where your degree is not all RS • 50% of 
the ULF students are of Asian, African or Caribbean origin. 

Additional financial support may be available depending on circumstances. Residential 
accommodation in our modem, purpose built centre may be available. 


For further details, contact: Christine Cove, Urban Learning Foundation, Bede House 

56 East India Dock Road, London, E14 6JE 

Tel. 0171 987 0033 E-mail ulf@mailbox.ulcc.ac.uk 
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Batsman aims high 

God in the life of AndrewWingfield Digby 


W e grew up in this lovely vicarage next to 
Sherborne Abbey. It was a wonderful child- 
hood. God was always there but I never really 
thought about him. 

Then at the Mayflower Centre, where I went in my 
year between school and university, David Sheppard 
and the people who ran the Centre, really explained the 
Gospel to me in a way that I could understand and chal- 
lenged me about my Christian commitment. In June of 
1969 I remember vividly making a firm commitment to 
follow Christ. Instead of hoping vaguely as a reasonably 
decent middle class English boy that I might be a 
Christian, I suddenly knew I was a Christian. 

I came up to Oxford to read history without any real 
idea of what I wanted to do afterwards. There had 
always been a family thing that one of us would go into 
the church but at that stage it was something I had no 
intention of doing. Then I was invited to a Christian 
summer camp and Peter Southwell, who is now the 
chaplain at Queen’s College, took me to the local pub. I 
remember him saying, ‘You’ll really have to think about 
ordination sometime’. I had only been a Christian a few 
months but that sowed a seed in my mind. 

Sport was where I wanted to be 

Sport was my thing. It was where I wanted to be. My 
faith was very real to me. I fringed on the Christian 
Union and used to go to St Ebbe’s Church if there 
wasn’t a cricket match on. But I suppose I still had this 
view that God was a bit of a kill-joy and that if I took 
him too seriously he might stop me playing cricket. 

At Help the Aged I was usually organising fund-rais- 
ing events on Sundays so I never really got involved in a 
local church. It was quite a wilderness time for me spir- 
itually but I never stopped reading my Bible every day, 
even though at times I thought God was miles away. 

And gradually during those two years there came a 
compulsion to make myself available for selection con- 
ference. I went to see the Bishop of Salisbury and was 
amazed when he said, ‘Ah yes, I would be very happy to 
recommend you for ordination’. And I thought how in 
the world can he do that when I am not really function- 
ing as a Christian. I remember not making any effort to 
give the right answer at the selection conference and 
how odd it seemed that the more disastrous I was, the 
more they said you are just the sort of chap we want. 

‘Lord I will never play cricket again’ 

So I was recommended for training and went to Wycliffe 
Hall. The fact that Peter Southwell was on the staff 
there was significant because he had been a great 
encouragement to me.. At that point I was asked to play 
for the university again. And that was a major problem 
for me because my sport had definitely got in the way 
of my faith before. I remember kneeling down besides 
my bed and saying, ‘Lord I will never play cricket again 
unless you want me to,’ and really meaning it and find- 
ing it an extremely difficult prayer to pray. I had been a 
committed Christian for only five years but I really was 
prepared to give up my sport. I had got through selec- 
tion conference so God must have a plan for me. 


I decided to go and see the Principal, Jim 
Hickinbotham. He was not at all sporty and I was so 
sure he would say no when I said: ‘If I play in the uni- 
versity team. I’ll never be able to come to chapel’. But 
instead he said: ‘Don’t worry about that at all. We’ll all 
come and have chapel in the Parks. We haven’t had a 
blue in Wycliffe for years. You must play’. I really felt 
that God had given my sport back to me and I have felt 
like that ever since. One of the things that I encourage 
all sportspeople to do on their spiritual journey is to 
take the risk and trust God with their sports talent, to 
lay it on the altar, so to speak. There is no point in play- 
ing sport if you are a Christian unless God wants you to. 
So right from the start I combined in my ministry my 
parish work and this extra dimension of the world of 



About Andrew Wingfield Digby 

The Revd AndrewWingfield Digby is Co-Director of Christians 
in Sport and a non-stipendiary minister at St Andrew’s Church, 
North Oxford. One of four children, he was born in 1 950 in 
Sherborne, Dorset, where his father was the Vicar as his father 
had been before him. Andrew was educated at Sherborne 
School and at Keble College. He played cricket for Oxford 
University then and again when he returned to Oxford as an 
ordinand at Wycliffe Hall after working for two years with Help 
the Aged's youth campaign. After a curacy at Christ Church, 
Cockfosters in North London he came to St Aldate’s in Oxford 
and eventually to St Andrew's. He is chaplain to the England 
Cricket Team, has captained Dorset and plays for the Oxford 
Diocesan Cricket Team. Andrew is married to Sue, Headmistress 
of Wychwood School,, Oxford.They have three teenage children. 


sport. At Christ Church, Cockfosters, the vicar really 
encouraged me to get to know people in the communi- 
ty through sport and we began a Christians in Sport 
group in North London. We held some dinners at 
Watford Football Club and Tottenham Football Club 
and invited all the players in north London - and to our 
amazement they came! 

Christians in Sport had really began in Oxford when 
I and Michael Green, who had just come to St Aldate’s, 
and perhaps eight or nine others were approached by 
an American chap who is the great seed-sower in sports 
ministry. We immediately got very excited about the 
idea of a Christian presence in sport and started a 
student group. 

The mission statement of Christians in Sport is ‘to 
reach the world of sport for Christ*. Our threefold 
method is pastoral care, friendship and encouraging 
the Christians who are there. Evangelism is right at the 
forefront of what we are trying to do so I would expect 
the England Cricket Team, for instance, to think that I 
want them to become Christians. I do it mainly through 
friendship. I go on tour with the English team every 
winter for two or three weeks and in the summer I 
spend time around the county circuit trying to reach 
out and minister to professional cricketers. Sometimes 
there may be a marriage difficulty or a career crisis or 
they need someone to talk to who is neutral. I have 
been doing this now intensively with professional crick- 
eters for six or seven years. That is my mission field. 

Building bridges through sport 

A significant number of sportspeople like Kriss Akabusi 
or Bernhard Langer or Jonathan Edwards have stood up 
and been counted as Christians and a lot of people are 
on a journey towards faith. But it’s not fair to expect 
them to be spokesmen for Christianity. They are just 
ordinary people and our job is to help them to grow in 
their faith. If they are godly in the godless world of 
sport, it will have an impact. 

Working with professional sportspeople is only one 
of our six departments. Our youth-work is growing and 
we are really trying to get hold of kids who are good at 
sport in their early teens and affirm them as sportspeo- 
ple in a Christian context. We are doing a thing called 
‘Can you Kick it’ during the World Cup when we bring 
them together for football and then present the Gospel 
in a way that is attractive to them. Right from the start 
our student work has been key and we also have two 
full-time people travelling round the country helping 
local churches to use sport in their ministry . 

Twenty years ago churches were very suspicious of 
sport. It was worldly and something that took people 
away from church on Sunday. But there has been a 
major change and the Church is beginning to see sport 
as a friend. Even non-evangelical churches now think 
about evangelism and sport as a tremendous way of 
building friendships in the community. 

But it’s only a game and when you think about the 
Sudan or about Bosnia or you look at the homeless peo- 
ple on our streets, whether you can hit a ball over a 
boundary or score a goal is a ludicrous activity com- 
pared with the agony of some people’s lives. But God 
has given you a talent and it is important that you use 
that talent as well as you can. Being a Christian helps 
you to play to win but it also helps you to lose gracious- 
ly. One should simply commit one’s ability to God. It is 
absurd to pray for victory. Pray to do your best. 

Photograph: Frank Blackwell. Interview: Christine Zwart 

For more information about Christians in Sport write to 
PO Box 93, Oxford 0X2 7YP or telephone 01865 311211. 



St Andrew’s 

bookshops 


St Andrew's Bookshops 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 





We carry a full range of Alpha 
products and recommended titles 
in all our shops. 

No carriage when collected from 
our shops. 


Branches at: 


SPECIAL OFFER 



Great Missenden 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 
St Clements & 

St Ebbes, Oxford 
Reading 
Witney 
Wokingham 


Tel: 01494 862168 
Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 
Tel: 0118 9776715 
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CONFERENCES 6 RETREAT CENTRES 


Tradition Day by Day 

Readings from Church Writers 

Compiled and edited by John E. Rotelle, O.S.A. 

(Editor of Augustine Day by Day I and II) 

Tradition Day by Day is a collection of texts from over 
a hundred church writers from the third to nineteenth 
centuries. These daily readings, which follow the 
themes of the liturgical year, provide a basis for lectio 
divina - devotional reading leading to meditation, 
prayer, and spiritual growth. A helpful guide for 
personal prayerful reflection or a spiritually enriching 
gift for family and friends. 

Send order to: 

Clare Priory, Clare, Suffolk CO10 8NX 
Tel. (01787) 277 326, (01787) 278 688 (fax) 

(Postage: £1 .00 first copy, 50p each additional copy) 



at the BOURNEMOUTH 
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
12th - 15th OCTOBER 1998 

for details & bookings. Freefone 0800 220398 


COMMUNITY OF ST LAWRENCE CLARE PRIORY 
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the 1998 

ELLEL MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


FOUNDED 
ON THE ROCK 

DO YOU SEEK TO LIVE A 
CHRIST-CENTRED. 
SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE, 

IN THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD? 

In a world of constant 
uncertainty and insecurity, 
Jesus stands firm as 
the solid rock. 

This conference aims to 
bring harmony, clarity, and 
purpose to God’s people. 

Teaching from 

PETER 

HORROBIN 

and 

JOHANNES 

FACIUS 

with inspirational Bible Exposition 

DAVID NOAKES 


One day, a young 
woman came to the 
door of the Vicarage. 
She was Ellen Lee, 
who had become a 
widow soon after her 
marriage, and felt that 
God was calling her 
to use the remainder 
of her life solely in 
His service. 

Fr. Hillyard recog- 
nised her as the 
answer to his prayer 
and she became our 
Foundress and first 
Reverend Mother. 

In 1 876 Fr. Hillyard 
became the 

Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Belper, and 
the little community 
soon followed, living 


near the church until 
the Convent was built 
in 1882. 

The first work of 
the Sisters was teach- 
ing. In this Convent 
we had boys and 
girls, day pupils and 
boarders. 

The work of our 
community being that 
of our Patron St 
Laurence, is to care 
for people. We con- 
tinue to do so accord- 
ing to the special 
needs of the day. 

Owing to the dedi- 
cation and special 
gifts, many changes 
have been wrought in 
our Chapel, refectory 
and old people’s 


The Old Rectory 

A beautifully refurbished 
listed Grade 2 former 
rectory. Built in 1840, 
standing on a superb site, 
extending to 1.75 acres 
on the fringe of village, 
magnificent reception 
hall with marble floor, 
sitting room, dining room, kitchen with 
Stanley fire. Shower room, extensive cellarage, 

2 bathrooms, 5 bedrooms, oil central heating, original 
window shutters, deep skirtings and coving. 
Commuters only 20 mins A1 ana Newark railway. 
Phone 01724 764281 
£285,000 O.I.R.O. 



DERBYSHIRE 

(2&*tunccKUtf, St. ^(townee 

Field Lane, Belper, Derby DE56 1 DD 

Telephone: 01773 822585 

The house is available for parish weekends or 
teaching weekends, private retreats or just a 
few days’ peace and quiet, conference and 
quiet days. We welcome guests over 
the Easter period. 

ROOMS: 22 single, 4 twin. 


EMMAUS 

BIBLE SCHOOL U K. 


years distributing correspondence courses. 

For Group and Individual study. Our wide experience 
has stood the test of time. Courses suitable for all 
ages. Send for further details today and start on the 
Emmaus Road. 


(';irk*M llouli‘\;»|-(l, Kaslluim. \ViiT;il, Mi rsixsick* 1.62 Sit/ 
Ti*f. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 15‘>2 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
“Be still and know that I am God." 

fit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

fit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 
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accommodation. We 
no longer have wards. 
The ’treasures’ are 
accommodated in 
small bedrooms with 
a large dayroom. 

The former St 
Laurence Ward is 
now a spacious 
lounge or conference 
room which is much 
appreciated. Our rose 
garden (on the site of 
the late Salem 
Chapel) is now a car 
park for the use of 
visitors. We now have 
more rooms in the 
Convent itself for 
guests. 

The majority of 
groups who come are 
Church of England, 
but we also get 


Anglo-Orthodox 
Baptists, Methodists 
and even a delightful 
yoga group from the 
Coventry area. 

Various meetings 
are held on a regular 
basis, including co- 
workers of Mother 
Teresa, Goldworkers 
Guild, Catholic 
Clergy, Fellowships, 
St Julian Cell, Heart 
Foundation, Cancer 
Research, Bishop's 
Council and Ministry 
meetings. 

So we carry on, in 
faith and trust, know- 
ing that God has us all 
in His keeping and 
will guide us in all 
things as we strive to 
do His will. 


Suffolk CO10 8NX 
Tel. 01787 277326 Fax. 01787 278688 

Clare Priory, founded in 1248, was the first 
house of the Order of St. Augustine in Britain. 
It stands beside the river Stour in 8 acres of 
grounds adjoining the country park on the edge 
of the small picturesque town of Clare. The res- 
idential community of friars and laity invite 
you to join them in their search for God 
through friendship and prayer. All meals are 
taken with the community. 

Please contact the Secretary, Mon-Fri 09.30- 
14.00 - for further details or to arrange a visit. 



The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian 
Church and medicine. 

Contact: Rev'd. Denis Brazell, 

Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 0AP 

01420 478121 
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course and 
experience 
the 

tranquility 
of Charney 

THE COST OF A 

£ 81 , 

5 ARE 

AVAILABLE 


July 24-26 - Women Mystics 
October 23-25 - Quaker Goddess? Quakers and 
Wiccans 

November 20-22 - Buddha, Too and the Quaker Path 
December 11-13 - Music Is Worship 


For more information, please contact the Resident Friend at: 
Charney Manor, Charney Bassett, Nr. Wantage, Oxon 0X12 OEJ 
Tel. 01235 868206, Fax. 01235 868882 


Your opportunity to gain an 

Oxford University 
Certificate in Biblical 
and Theological Studies 

Taught over two years on term-time 
Thursday evenings at Wycliffe Hall 
‘Faith affirming: 
academically challenging ’ 

Now in its second year. K 
Join us this autumn! 
Further details from: 

Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury 
Road, 0X2 6PW 
(01865 - 274200) 

Closing date for applications 15th July 


SUMMER WEEKS 
1998 


K 


KINHARVIE 

AWARENESS WEEK 5-10 JULY 

To practise being aware is bearing to be naked with oneself. This means letting go 
for a while of trying to improve ourselves or escape ourselves. This week is an 
opportunity to explore, individually and together, practices and ideas that can 
support our desire to know who we are, just as we are. 

Cost: £255 

EAST MEETS WEST 19-25 JULY 

The spiritual paths of Christianity and Buddhism have many points of meeting. 
During this week we will explore both the meeting places and points of departure 
in the spirit and practices of these two traditions. Followers of each of these paths, 
together with those not committed to any particular tradition are welcome. 

Cost: £290 

INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED RETREAT 2-9 AUGUST 

This week is an opportunity for those who recognise the need for some personal 
guidance and/or support in the form of spiritual direction, counselling or 
accompaniment. There will be time for individual and community prayer, with 
liturgy as an integral part of the week together. 

Cost: £325 

s *N.B. As a charity, Kinharvie is able to offer a limited number 

of bursaries towards the cost of these retreats. 

For further information contact: 

The Administrator, Kinharvie House, New Abbey, Dumfries DG2 8DZ 
Tel: 01387 850 433 Fax: 01387 850 465 E-mail: KinharvieH@aol.com 

Kinharvie is a recognised Charity (Scottish Charity No. SCO 00565) 
and aims to promote personal development and growth. 
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Suicide is 

everyone’s 

business 


‘Suicide is everyone’s business. In 
the UK someone dies through 
suicide every 90 minutes and 
every five minutes a suicide 
attempt is made. One quarter of 
the population has been 
bereaved through suicide’. So 
said Simon Armson (Chief 
Executive of the Samaritans) at 
the launch on May 15 of the Listen 
Out Report which forms part of 
the annual published suicide 
data by the Samaritans. 

With suicide totals now 25% 
greater than annual road fatali- 
ties, and with a disturbing rise of 
suicides amongst young men 
between the ages of 14 and 25 
years, surely the Church too- 
should be responding more proac- is 
tively to this issue. When did you is 
last hear a discussion group or.* 
sermon tackle this issue in any 2 
depth, aprat from the inevitable o 
funeral for yet another desperate J2 
suicide? Clergy will admit that* - 
self-harm is not part of ministeri- 
al training and they are frequently 
totally unprepared to meet it in 
their ministry. 

Six years ago my brother Renton 
killed himself by carbon monox- 
ide poisoning. Aged 50 with a 
marriage in ruins, no job and 
depressed, he had discussed sui- 
cide with me on a number of 
occasions. As a priest I had not 
met this situation before and I 
frantically tried to find practical 
help or at least a suitable book to 
read on the subject. 

The Church had published 

nothing of any note on the 
subject since 1 959 

To his theological questions about 
judgment and whether the Bible 
condemned or condoned suicide I 
had not the faintest idea how to 
respond. After all, the Church had 
published nothing of any note on 
the subject since 1959 ( Ought sui- 
cide to be a crime?) What was I to 


do? Talk him out of it ? Threaten 
to contact his GP? In the end he 
deteriorated rapidly, and though I 
assured him that the God we both 
loved was compassionate and 
would know his pain in a way that 
humankind would never under- 
stand totally, he died a broken 
man. 

That experience led me to 
research Christian responses to 
suicide, not merely as a question 
of Christian conscience, but also 
sociologically - looking at the 
deep stresses to be found in mod- 
ern society, and with it the 
psychodynamic evidence of poor 
parenting which can contribute 
to an individual’s later vulnerabil- 
ity. Isolation, unemployment, 
financial and relationship diffi- 
culties are often at the root of 



Simon Armson of the Samaritans 

despair and these issues need to 
be understood. As Christians we 
must sometimes ask the question: 
‘is life so bad for you that you’ve 
considered suicide?’ and not be 
surprised by the answer and, more 
importantly, be prepared to help. 

The Health of the Nation docu- 
ment (1992) aims to reduce suicide 
by 15% by the year 2000 (baseline 
1990) and this challenges us as a 
Church to complement the work 
of other agencies in this field and 
not rely complacently on the 
Samaritans. It is worth noting 
that out of the 4.4 million calls 
received by the Samaritans during 
1996/7, a third were silent calls 
where no contact was made. So, to 
whom are these desperate people 
turning? Clearly not to the Church 
probably because we are not being 
seen to care sufficiently. 

However, in the Oxford Diocese 
there exists a group of clergy and 


laity who are dedicated to creat- 
ing a human resource to help 
those prone to suicide and 
self-harm (SASH) and offer train- 
ing for those who minister in this 
field. It is my belief, that by form- 
ing well-trained groups at parish 
level who can spearhead sensitive 
and informed outreach, the 
Church can play its part. 

To aid this initiative, I have, as 
part of a PhD doctoral project, 
produced a handbook to help 
Christians understand suicide and 
promote good practice. I call it a 
Theology of Living which seeks to 
provide real knowledge/raise 
awareness and help influence atti- . 
tudes so as to help remove stigma 
and taboo. 

Jesus is both the good shepherd, 
searching out those in society 
who are struggling and have lost 
their way, but also the wounded 
healer, who knew what it was to 
be rejected and at the end hung 
on the cross. Desperate and 
depressed people so often ‘act out’ 
their despair rather than ‘talk it 
out’ with a willing listener. 

In the UK someone dies 

through suicide every 90 
minutes and every five 
minutes a suicide 
attempt is made 

We are all called to be listeners 
and healers drawing on our own 
painful experiences, and it is my 
belief that with resourcefulness 
and appropriate training the 
Church too may be better placed 
than we think to assist with this 
work. If, as Simon Armson says, 
‘suicide is everyone’s business’ 
then why should the Christian 
Church be an exception? 

•The Revd Chris Tadman 
Robins welcomes correspon- 
dence from those who have 
made attempts on their life 
and have been helped by 
Christian contact. Readers 
can contact him c/o 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxon 0X2 
ONB or they can telephone 
him on (01993 823551). 


SOBS (Survivors of Bereavement by 
Suicide) Oxford Area, is a self help 
group for people who have been 
bereaved by suicide. They meet 
monthly Ring 0 1 235 863060. 


MEDAILLE 

WOMEN 


We are committed to Building 
relationships: 
with each other, 
with marginated people, 
and with God, 
in the city of Southampton 

The community is made up of three 
religious women , 

and a group of lay women, who 
committed themselves for one year 

If you are interested in exploring the 
possibility of: 

making a commitment for one year 
beginning September, 1998, 
please contact 

Sr Anne Teresa, 

MEDAILLE HOUSE, 

23 Landguard Road, Shirley, 
Southampton SO 15 5DL 

Tel. 01703 233572/221270 

A charitable community committed to building 
relations. No. 232835 


Clergy and lay appointments 


Revd Pamela Burdon, Priest-in- 
charge, SS Mary and John, California 
to be NSM Associate Priest, Cathedral 
of the Isles, Diocese of Argyll and the 
Isles: Revd Tony Burdon. Associate 
Priest, SS Mary and John, California 
and Archdeaconry Adviser for Prayer 
and Spirituality, to be Warden of the 
College of the Holy Spirit, Cumbrae 
and Priest-in-charge, Cathedral of The 
Isles, Diocese of Argyll and The Isles: 
Revd Richard Caink, Priest-in-charge, 
Lacey Green to be Team Vicar, Princes 
Risborough Team Ministry: Revd 
David Cook, Team Rector, Newbury 
Team Ministry, also to be Rural Dean 
of Newbury: Revd Michael Cotterell, 
Vicar of Locking, Diocese of Bath and 
Wells, to be Vicar of St Paul’s, Slough; 
Revd Antonia Cretney, Curate-in- 
charge, Beedon and Peasemore w. 
West Ilsley and Farnborough to be 
Priest-in-charge; Revd Paul Fiske, 
Priest-in-charge Princes Risborough to 
be Team Rector, Princes Risborough 
Team Ministry; Revd Olivia Graham, 
NSM Deacon Wheatley Team, to be 
Stipendiary Deacon Princes 
Risborough Team; Revd Pauline 
Hewlins, NSM Radley and 
Sunningwell and Chaplain SS Helen 
and Katharine School, Abingdon is 
now Revd Pauline Seaman; Revd 
Simon Hill, Curate. St James the 
Great, Manston, Leeds Diocese, to be 
Team Vicar Berinsfield and Drayton 
St Leonard; Revd Paul Hunt, Curate 
Cleobury Mortimer w. Hopton Wafers 
in Worcester Diocese to be Priest-in- 
charge Fritwell w. Souldern and 
Ardley w. Fewcott; Captain Matti 


Kruczek, Church Army Officer, 
Sheffield to be Church Army Officer 
Watling Valley Team, Milton Keynes; 
Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, Diocesan 
Director of Training also to be NSM 
Assistant Curate at Cowley St John; 
Revd Jo Loveridge, Non-stipendiary 
Curate, St John’s Caversham to be 
Stipendiary Curate, St Peter’s Earley; 
Revd Andrew Meynell, Priest-in 
charge. Monks Risborough to be Team 
Vicar, Team Ministry of Princes 
Risborough; Revd Mark Mowforth. 
Assistant Curate, Buckingham to be 
Senior Curate, St James’ Downley, 
High Wycombe Team: Revd Sandra 
Railton, Team Vicar Crowmarsh 
Gifford and LNSM Director of 
Ordinands for Berkshire to be Team 
Vicar Ridgeway Team Ministry, 
Salisbury Diocese and LNSM Director 
of Ordinands for Berkshire. Dioceses 
of Oxford; Revd Robert Rhodes, 
Priest-in-charge Bledlow w. 
Saunderton and Horsenden to be 
Team Vicar Princes Risborough Team 
Ministry and to continue as Diocesan 
Warden of Readers; Revd David Sims, 
NSM Beedon and Peasemore w West 
Ilsey and Farnborough to be Team 
Vicar, Blakenhall Team Ministry, 
Walsall. Lichfield Diocese; Revd John 
Wall, Deputy Vicar of Brighton, 
Chichester Diocese, to be Vicar, St 
George’s Wash Common. Newbury 
Team Ministry; Revd Michael Winter, 
Assistant Curate Hughenden to be 
Priest-in-charge, Norton sub-Hamond, 
West Chinnock, Chiselborough and 
Middle Chinnock, Diocese of Bath 
and Wells. 



Help us support parenting in Oxfordshire 

The Children’s Information Service and the 
Oxfordshire Parenting Forum are working 
together to gather information on parenting 
programmes and education, seminars and con- 
ferences about parenting and any support for 
parenting. 

If you can help in any way, please contact Kay 
Gatehouse at the Children’s Information Service 
on 01865 882288. 
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Take time to share t he tranqu illity when! 
you join us for a Lee Abbey Group Weekend 


Relationships 
C Prayer * a 

E Witnessing 
Listening to Cod 
Spiritual gifts 
Personal Spirituality 


There is a place where the 
spectacular North Devon 
coastline, cliffs, woodlands and 
rivers merge to create almost 300 
acres of the most salubrious 
rounds imaginable - Lee Abbey, 
the Christian Holiday 
and Conference 
’ ■' ***"■• Centre. 



All Welcome! Call today for full details: 01598 752621 

Lfc'fc AKBKY, I.ynton, North Devon EX35 hj| Fax: 0I59S "52619 (Rcg.Chjrit> N.i.22'’.22) 

• A place for renewal • 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE 
THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 



CHURCH TIMES 

Reporting the Lambeth Conference — as it happens 

This month sees the start of the Lambeth Conference. Just once 
every ten years, Anglican bishops from around the world meet to 
debate vital issues about the Church and the world. The Church 
Times team will be there in force. 

Tens of thousands of readers will be relying on our coverage 
each week. Fill in the coupon below to find out why. 


Send to Church Times , FREEPOST LON 6705, London N 1 0BR 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Title Initials Name 

Address 

♦ 

Postcode 


B81 
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The Bishop of 

Most Christians alive today have 
been influenced, one way or another, 
by C S Lewis. For an older generation 
it was his wartime broadcasts, later 
published as The Screwtape Letters , 
which made such an enormous 
impact. I myself have always 
preferred some of his later writing, especially 
Letters to Malcolm, when he wrestled with the 
question of prayer. These showed a mellower side 
to him, no doubt brought out by his marriage, and 
the death of his wife. His account of this in A Grief 
Observed, remains a classic. I also find some of his 
essays of enduring value, especially ‘The Weight of 
Glory’ in which he showed what an extraordinary, 
wonderful thing it is to be a human being made in 
the image of God and destined for divine glory - if 
we will have it.Then of course there is his children’s 
literature and science fiction.These show what was 
such a strength of all his writing, namely his 
Christian imagination. If there is one gift above all 
others that he had, it is this capacity to imagine the 
world from a Christian point of view and to depict 
it in such fresh, vivid imagery. 


C S Lewis, as well as being an English scholar of 
international repute, was a Christian apologist. 
Being an apologist does not of course mean being 
apologetic for the Christian faith. It means taking 
seriously the objections and difficulties people feel 
about it and trying to answer them.This is not 
propaganda but an honest searching for the truth 
in the faith that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all 
truth if we are facing the questions, however 
difficult, honestly. 


In one way or another we are all Christian apolo- 
gists. At a time when so much traditional Christian 
imagery has gone dead on people, our attempts, 
however humble, to talk about the Christian faith 
in terms which make sense to us, can have a fresh- 
ness which communicates. But at the heart of 
Christian apologetics is the attempt to take 
seriously the doubts, questions and gut feelings of 
people who find the faith difficult or objectionable. 
If we take their questioning seriously, it may be 
that they will take our faith seriously. 

+ Richard Oxon 


Richard Harries is the author ofC S Lewis: The Man and his 
God, (Fontana 1987 - out of print). More about C.S.Lewis on page 8. 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer for July and August 

July 5 Deanery of Wycombe; those working in the mining indus- 
tries July 1 2 Sea Sunday - all who work at sea especially in the 
merchant navy and the fishing industries July 1 9 Deanery of 
Maidenhead; those who work in the voluntary sector; July 26 
Deanery of Aylesbury; those who work in arts - musicians, 
actors etc August 2 The Buildings Department at Diocesan 
Church House; those who work in the construction industries, 
builders, civil engineers etc August 9 Deanery of Woodstock; 
those on holiday and all those who work in the hotel industry 
August 16 Deanery of Claydon; those who work in the leisure 
and sports industries August 23 Deanery of Buckingham; 
Oxford Council for the Deaf celebrating its centenary this year 
- Roger Williams, Philip Hunt, Louise Brown and Readers: Bruce 
Armour, Don Prytherch, Ken Dyson, Janice Palmer; the Church’s 
ministry with disabled groups August 30 Deanery of Newport; 
Parish of All Saints, Montshiwa, in Kimberley and Kuruman; com- 
pany directors and those who work in management. 


The Oxford Diocese - on the edge 

Re gional government will put us on the edge of a vast region stretching from Banbury to Southampton. 
Churches need to speak up for those who may be marginalised as a result, writes the Bishop of Dorchester 


A lmost exactly a year from now 
some of the most far-reaching 
changes to affect the govern- 
ment of this country will come into 
operation with the start of Regional 
Government. This is going to require 
some adjustment, particularly for a 
Diocese which has always thought of 
itself as a region in its own right. The 
three counties (at the heart of England) 
have been treated by many organisa- 
tions, in the public and private sectors, 
as an appropriate region with both 
acknowledged diversity but much 
coherence. Yet with the advent 
of Regional Government we 
will find ourselves on the edge 
of the vast South East region 
which stretches from Banbury 
to Southampton and across to 
the Isle of Thanet. 

On the other hand, there is 
the desire for localisation 
which takes account of 
regional differences and is 
more accountable to 
local people 

The political dynamic of any 
country is the product of an 
equilibrium between what 
might be called ‘top down’ and 
‘bottom up’ forces which pull 
in different directions. At one 
level, there is the desire for 
centralisation which affords 
the advantages of uniformity 
and control. On the other 
hand, there is the desire for 
localisation which takes 
account of regional differences 
and is rqore accountable to local peo- 
ple. It is well known that the United 
Kingdom is among the most cen- 
tralised countries and there has been a 
strong trend for services and political 
control to move towards the centre; 
for instance, prisons, once locally min- 
istered, were centralised in 1875; the 
Health Service in 1946. 

What is proposed for 1999 was out- 
lined in a recent White Paper ‘Building 
Partnerships for Prosperity; sustain- 
able growth, competitiveness and 
employment in the English Regions’. 
In this document the government sets 
out its strategy for Regional 
Government in nine regions which 
would facilitate economic develop- 
ment increasing employment and 
skills enhancement in a way which 
was sensitive to the particular require- 
ments and needs of the English 
regions. Regional Government is not a 
new concept but in the past it tended 


to be ‘colonial regionalism’ imposed 
by central government departments 
and agencies for the better manage- 
ment of their affairs throughout the 
country. For instance when the old 
Department of the Environment was 
formed in 1971 it inherited 13 separate 
regional structures. 

The three counties that comprise 
this Diocese find themselves at the 
north western corner of the South East 
region. Within our own Diocese there 
is considerable diversity but when you 
consider that the new region will com- 


prise the south coast strip; 
Southampton to Brighton (which sub- 
mitted proposals to be a region in their 
own right) as well as the Isle of Wight, 
the Isle of Thanet and the London com- 
muter areas in Sussex and Kent, it can 
be seen that it is a very diverse area. If 
this area has a focus, that focus must 
surely be in London. 

Telling farmers around 
Banbury that the centre for their 
new Regional Government 
is in Guildford elicits no 
little surprise 

But London is to be a region in its own 
right (with, in all likelihood, its own 
mayor). Currently the Government 
Offices, and therefore the centre for 
our region, is in Guildford. Telling 
farmers around Banbury that the cen- 
tre for their new Regional Government 
is in Guildford elicits no little surprise. 


The advantages of Regional 
Government are most obvious at the 
economic level, especially in relation 
to the old industrial areas and the 
attraction of inward investment and 
further investment in local infrastruc- 
ture. Effectively in the North East and 
North West there has been a regional 
substructure for many years. Its contri- 
bution and significance have been 
widely acknowledged and there is a 
need to formalise these arrangements. 
In other regions the situation is by no 
means so clear. 


Whilst many aspects of 
Regional Government are to 
be welcomed there are 
significant areas of concern 

Whilst many aspects of 
Regional Government are to be 
welcomed there are significant 
areas of concern, particularly 
in the South East. For instance, 
how ‘local’ will Regional 
Government be and will it not 
be one more tier in what will 
become for Oxfordshire a five- 
tiered apparatus of government 
in this county. The end result 
could be that the powers of the 
existing local authorities, par- 
ticularly at county, district and 
parish level, could be curtailed 
whilst the powers of central 
government, mediated 
through the regions, could be 
enhanced. For instance the 
Regional Development 
Agencies (RDAs) will be govern- 
ment agencies (quangos) with 
their boards appointed and funds pro- 
vided from central government. The 
hoped-for democratic component in 
the new regional arrangements - elec- 
tive Regional Assemblies - will not be 
legislated for in this parliament and 
would only be introduced in the 
regions following a local referendum. 
In the meanwhile there will be 
appointed Regional Chambers, whose 
actual influence over the Rural 
Development Agencies remains uncer- 
tain. 

As Christians we need to keep close 
to these issues and be prepared to 
speak up for those who may be mar- 
ginalised as a consequence of these 
changes. 

The Bishop of Dorchester is the Right Revd 
Anthony Russell. He is an acknowledged 
authority on regional and rural affairs. 



‘Within our own Diocese there is considerable diversity 
but when you consider that the new region will 


comprise the south coast strip; Southampton to 
Brighton (which submitted proposals to be a region in 
their own right) as well as the Isle of Wight, the Isle of 
Thanet and the London commuter areas in Sussex and 
Kent, it can be seen that it is a very diverse area’. 

Frank Blackwell took the photo at the 1996 St Birinus 
Pilgrimage which this year is on July 1 2. More details on page 3. 


SECOND OXFORD INTERNATIONAL 
NEWMAN 
CONFERENCE 

Oriel College, Oxford 

10-13 August 1998 

An interdisciplinary conference on 

‘NEWMAN AND THE WORD’ 

Speakers include :Gabriel Daly, Louis 
Dupre, Ian Ker, Fergus Kerr, Alister 
McGrath, Terrence Merrigan, William 
Myers, David Tracy, T.R. Wright 

Details: Priscilla Frost, 

Oxford Conference Management, 

10B Littlegate Street, Oxford, 0X1 1QT 
Tel: 01865 794727, Fax: 01865 794695 
Email: en quirie$ c>xconf@ po p3.hiw8 y. w,v k 


Needing help with exams? 

Physics or Maths A-level, Science or Maths GCSE. 
Write for details of how a qualified, experienced, 
Christian tutor can help you, by mail . . . 

EMPHASIS WOKING 

r / Freepost ANG4577, Bury St Edmunds 
V Suffolk IP28 6BR. Tel: 01284 728800 


ETs 




fm TypmUma free Mvary 

Black on while 80gsm 
printed one side 

A5 A4 

10,000 £60 £100 

15.000 £85 £145 

20.000 .... £105 £195 

50.000 .... £230 £430 

100.000 ...£415 £805 


- Fast Turnaround 


Look no further, once you've tried 
us we're sure you'll come back 

Quality Letterheads, Envelopes, NCR Sets, 
Draw Tickets, ail at competitive prices 

Tel. 01253 348612 
Ansaphone after 5.30pm 
Fax. 01253 405963 


Delaney & Smith 

Sciuires Cate Lane. Blackpool i=va 3RC 



Burying the past 

Justice, forgiveness & 
reconciliation in the Politics of 
South Africa, Guatemala, East Germany 
and Northern Ireland 

A 3-day conference at St Antony’s College, 

Oxford, 14-16 September 1998 
How can we put to rest yesterday’s grievances without reviving civil conflict? 
Is the release of convicted prisoners simply a political expedient? 

How far does the confession of truth, without punishment, do justice? 
Speakers include: Garret Fitzgerald. Paul Murphy MP, Charles Villa-Vicencio, 
Donald Shriver, Timothy Garton Ash, Rachel Sieder and Terence McGaughey 

Thanks to sponsorship the conference fee now stands at £95, inclusive of lunches 
and light refreshments, and a reduced rate is available for those who need it. 
Details and registration forms are available from: 

Dr Nigel Biggar (Conference), Oriel College, Oxford 0X1 4EW 


THE THIRD OXFORD INTERNATIONAL 
TYNDALE CONFERENCE 

HERTFORD COLLEGE, OXFORD 

6-9 SEPTEMBER 1998 

TYNDALE'S EARLY YEARS 

Speakers include: 

Prof. David Daniell, London 
Dr John King, Ohio 
Dr Guido Latre, Leuven 
Mr David Norton, New Zealand 
Dr Tony Tyndale, Ontario 
Sir Rowland Whitehead, London 

For further details: Priscilla Frost, 

10B Littlegate Street, Oxford, 0X1 1QT 
Tel. 01865 791515; Fax 01865 794695 : 
Email: enquiries.oxconf@pop3.hiwav.co.uk 
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letters to the editor 


How to be sure of the 
Word in your ear 

I would like both to commend and remon- 
strate with Jo Saunders’ article (The DOOR, 
June 98) on talking to the deaf. I am very 
surprised that she thinks ‘in-ear’ hearing 
aids are not available through the NHS. 
Several people in this village have them 
and find them ideal. Does the ENT 
Department at the Radcliffe not dispense 
them? And not all ‘behind-the-ear’ aids 
have rear-facing microphones. 

But on a more positive note, I commend 
her ‘basic rules’. In case there are any 
preachers left who feel it necessary to be 
‘down amongst the people’, could I recom- 
mend the aid that is available in most 
churches - the pulpit - designed to lift the 
speaker into a visible and audible position. 
In the case of very short readers a church- 
warden here always is at hand to provide 
(and remove) a solid hassock as required, so 
that the reader can see and be seen. 

As a general rule, if you bear constantly in 
mind ‘the cloth-eared boy’ in the back row, 
you will find that most deaf people will 
hear you. 

MW Eastman, 

Totnes 

History of our Association 

I was very pleased to see an article about 
one of our chaplains in the June DOOR ( God 
in the Life of Vera Hunt). However, you 
misquoted the name of our association 
which is in fact the Royal Association in aid 
of Deaf people (RAD). 

Our association is the oldest charity for 
deaf people. It was founded in 1841 to help 
young deaf people in the workhouses of 
London. It was here that the association 
found increasing numbers of children too 
young, or too old, for admission to the 
London Asylum for the Education of Deaf 
and Dumb Children of the Poor. This 
became known as the Royal School for Deaf 
Children, Margate. Our ex-General 
Secretary is the Chairman of Trustees 
there, as well as being a vice-president of 
RAD. 

RAD is the only charity for deaf people 
which provides spiritual support through 
its chaplains and church services. We help 
deaf people in hospitals or prisons, and 
with other essential services such as 
baptisms, weddings and funerals. The 
churches in Acton and Clapham were 
specifically designed for deaf people. 


Our present patron is Her Majesty the 
Queen and our president is the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. The vice-presidents include 
the Bishops of London, Chelmsford and 
Rochester. 

GC Burgess, Trustee and 
Hon Treasurer RAD, Bicester 

Support needed for teacher 
to deaf children in Cairo 

I graduated from Wolverhampton 
University last year with a degree in Deaf 
Studies with Human Biology. At the end of 
my final year my house-mate Emma Harvey 
found an advertisement for the position of 
classroom assistant in a school for the deaf 
in Cairo in Egypt. In their country and 
culture, these children, who are aged from 
five to 14 years, are considered as the lowest 
section of society and not normally worth 
teaching or even worth keeping in the 
family. 

Emma and I were accepted together to take 
up the position by Action Partners, a 
missionary society formerly known as the 
Sudan United Mission, and in January I 
went on a month-long intensive training 
course to equip me for Christian work and 
for living overseas in a Muslim country. We 
have spent the rest of our time building up 
work experience and financial and prayer 
support in this country before leaving this 
month. I cannot do this work alone: I need 
a large team behind me here in England 
praying for me and writing to me as well as 
supporting me financially in order to 
ensure that the work is effective. I will need 
£12,000 to cover all my costs during the two 
years I plan to be in Cairo. If you would like 
to support me, either through prayer or 
financially, please do not hesitate to 
contact me, Maree Peebles, on Chadlington 
(01608) 676 394 or write to me at 6 Mill 
Close, Mill End, Chadlington, Chipping 
Norton OX7 3 PA. 

Maree Peebles, Chadlington. 

Out in the workplace 

Basil Mitchell (In My View, June) argues that 
people spending their working lives in the 
secular world go to church to escape from 


that life and to worship there in quiet with- 
drawal. 

Surely one vital role of the Church is to 
equip and affirm all Christians for their 
working lives, wherever their workplace 
lies, rather than creating the impression 
that what we do in church buildings on 
Sundays has no connection with what 
happens in the workplace on weekdays. 
Oxford Diocesan Synod recently carried 
unanimously and enthusiastically a motion 
‘affirming the service and witness of all 
baptised Christians in their place of work 
as part of mission’. It also called upon each 
parish to renew its own ministry in work 
and economic life, using suggestions and 
resources set out in the helpful Diocesan 
leaflet Mission to Work and Economic Life. 

Basil Mitchell says that for many lay people 
the field of their Christian activity is in the 
world (workplace). Amen to that I say, but 
let our Sunday worship encourage that 
mission, not be remote from it. Let us have 
faith at work, not faith despite work! 

Tony Beetham, NSM, 

Oxford 

The DOOR is ignoring the 
work of ordinary people 

Recently I have been rather uneasy when 
reading The DOOR. Having just read the 
June issue I realised why. Nearly all the 
paper is taken up with news and views of 
and about the clergy. Is the Church not 
more than its clergy - with a bunch of 
other people tagging along to acclaim 
them? What about the rest of us who live 
out their lives without status, robes or dog 
collars? 

I am acutely aware that being ‘up front’ is 
of little real value in the eyes of God 
compared with the living out of the 
Christian life every day. It seems to me that 
the Holy Spirit expresses the presence of 
Jesus in the humble, unassuming ordinary 
people, doing ordinary things in ordinary 
ways by the extraordinary empowering of 
the Holy Spirit. 

I have watched the faces of such people and 
seen the love and joy of God which can 
suddenly light them up. I have seen them 
do acts of kindness with a wisdom and 


sensitivity which has warmed my spirit. I 
know such people, and I know how they 
work among the poor and underprivileged 
without any recognition. I also know of the 
ministry of some elderly people who spend 
much time quietly bringing the needs of 
the Church and the world to the Lord in 
prayer. 

Where would those in the limelight be 
without them? What about an issue of The 
DOOR given over to the quiet everyday 
ministry of the ‘priesthood of all believers’? 
Joan Leach, 

Wootton 

What about Readers? 

Re: Are Readers undervalued? (The DOOR, May 
98) It seems to me that by the limited (and 
late) reporting of the appointment of a new 
Warden and by the amount of space which 
you devote to the important document on 
the future of Reader ministry that you have 
made the decision that Readers are of very 
limited importance within the Diocese. 

I believe that the Readers in the Diocese are 
important and that there are many impor- 
tant questions about the future of our 
ministry which need to be addressed and 
which involve the whole Anglican commu- 
nity. I would therefore ask you to bear this 
in mind when deciding what space you 
devote to the various matters which 
concern us all. 

Charles Walmsley, Reader, 

Holy Trinity Church, Cookham 

A roost in God's porch 

At our Communion Service at Swalecliffe 
one morning the doors were left open and 
two swallows flew in, obviously looking for 
somewhere to nest. In these days when they 
are declining in number, I was wondering 
if it would be permissible to let swallows 
nest in church porches. So many of the old 
buildings are closed to them now: barns 
converted into houses, hovels pulled down 
or made into locked workshops or garages; 
new ‘hot’ roofs of asbestos or tin instead of 
the old cooler roofs of slate and plaster. 

The main objection seems to be the drop- 
pings of the birds. Would it not be possible 
to put a mat under the nest to collect the 
droppings which could be easily disposed 
of once or twice a week? 

Surely the Good Lord would approve of 
such use of His house porch? 

Holly McGee, 

Sibford Ferris 
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NEWBURY SHOWGROUND 
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Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th July 
10am to 5pm Daily 
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Justice and Faith Workshop 

15 August - 11 December, 1999 

As we approach the celebration of Jubilee 2000, this workshop will provide opportunity for 
men and women to reflect on their prophetic journey with the poor, whether in the Third or 
First World. 

Working in situations of poverty, oppression and destruction of our earth, where love and 
justice is denied, makes new and special demands on the follower of Jesus, whether lay, 
cleric or religious. The workshop will explore these new demands and the essential links 
between Faith/Evangelization and work for Justice. Particular emphasis will be given to 
recognising and developing that wholistic spirituality which is the only adequate basis of 
attempting to proclaim the Good News from the standpoint of the poor. 

While outside resources will be available, the Workshop process will draw heavily on the 
sharing of experience, expertise and critical insight/feedback by the community of 
participants. 

The venue for this 1 8 week residential workshop will be in London. The language is English. 
Admission by application only. Application deadline: 1 January. 1999. 

Workshop brochures and further information from: 

The Director Tel: 0181 202 2555 

Justice and Faith Workshop, 

Missionary Society of St Columban Fax: 0181 202 5775 

St Joseph’s, Watford Way, E-mail:jpicssc@compuserve.com 

Hendon, London NW4 4TY, 

England. Country code for Britain: 44 
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Produce Your Own 

★ Magazines ★ Newsletters 

★ Parish Information 

+ Professionally 

# Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

# Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1 ,000 copies cost only £ 1 .37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 

With the 

©GD80 Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre 
Southampton SO 15 IHY 







"Music to 

dream toy..." 

MUSIC USED 
Up IN MOTHER 
TERESA'S 
MEDICAL 
CAMPS 

David. - Bailey is an 
international concert pianist 
who prayed to the Lord that 
the music he recorded would be used to help 
people with heeding and relaxation. So a cassette 
was produced. One of the top eye surgeons in 
London takes teams of doctors to work in medical 
camps in the Third World, often organised by 
Mother Teresa. Last year when they were asked to 
go to Bhopal in India to perform operations on 100 
children to restore their sight, the doctors were 
confronted with 350 children. The surgeons lost 
heart, for they only had sufficient anaesthetic for 
100 operations. The surgeon prayed for help: “Put 
David's cassette on” came the answer. The doctors 
then proceeded to perform the operations to the 
music with only tiny amounts of anaesthetic. 
Mother Teresa sent a blessing to David Bailey. 

This cassette can be utilised by anyone seeking 
relaxation and healing. 

Yours for £7.00 p&p. Apply 
to David Bailey, 8 Coed ^ 

Gwydyr, Trefriw, North fj 
Wales LL27 0JR. Other 
Relaxation - Healing tapes 
are also available. Leaves in 
the Wind and Stillness. All 
three tapes can be had for 
a special price of £20, p&p 



HOWTO RUN A YOUTH GROUP 


OOSIS 


Led by Lindsey Worthington of OASIS 


Youth Culture 

Pressures and Influences on Young People 

Church Youth Work Issues 

Empowering Young People 

Planning Youth Events And Meetings 

Creative Youth Work Strategies 

Date: Saturday 11 July 1998 

Time: 9.30am 

Cost: w £29.95 (lunch will be provided) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT, DUE TO LIMITED SPACES, 
PRE-BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL 


A 


Held at Springdale College, Birmingham 

For further details or to book, contact the 
College on: 0121 -472 0726 

or write to: Springdale College 

54 Weoley Park Road 
Selly Oak 
Birmingham 
B29 6RB 



C.S. Lewis 
‘he really was 
a Christian’ 

Clive Staples Lewis, or Jack as he liked to be 
known, was born on November 29, 1 898 in 
Belfast three years after the birth of his 
brother, ‘Warnie’. His mother died from can- 
cer when he was only nine and the boys were 
sent to England to be educated. Lewis came 
as a scholar to University College (I) in 
1917 but almost at once he joined the army 
and was billeted in Keble College (2) where 
he met ‘Paddy’ Moore, son of Mrs Janie 
Moore. They promised that if either of them 
were killed in action, the survivor would look 
after Paddy’s mother and Jack’s father. Lewis 
was wounded and survived but Paddy did not. 


Lewis honoured his promise. On his return to 
University College in 1919, his extraordinary 
relationship with Mrs Moore began. It lasted 
until her death and included Mrs Moore’s 
daughter Maureen. The family’ lived in a num- 
ber of houses including 1 4 Holyoake Road 
(5) until in 1930 they settted at The Kilns 
(9) where Warnie eventually joined them. 

In 1925 Lewis was elected a Fellow in 
English at Magdalen College (3), and soon 
afterwards met J RTolkein who was to 
become one of the group of friends known as 
the Inklings.They met regularly at the Eagle 
and Child (6) pub and their discussions 
helped Lewis move from his agnosticism to 
the point in 1929 when: ‘I gave in, and admit- 
ted that God was God, and knelt and prayed; 
perhaps, that night, the most dejected and 
reluctant convert in all England’. 

His first ever sermon was preached at the 
University Church (8) on October 22, 
l939.The idea of writing the Screwtape Letters 
came to him following an 8am Communion at 
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eturn to Holy Trinity Church (14) where he wor- 
rdinary shipped regularly and sometimes preached, 
lasted Lewis’s wartime broadcasts for the BBC on 
>re’s ‘What Christians Believe’ were delivered with 

1 a num- such clarity, robustness and transparent hon- 
i Road esty, that many of his listeners were drawn to 
Kilns Christianity.The same qualities attracted huge 
lem. numbers to his English literature lectures in 

in what is now the Examination Schools (4). 

id soon 1950 saw the publication of The Lion, the 

0 Witch and the Wardrobe and established him as 

nown as one of the most original writers of his day. 
Eagle The Narnia books have drawn children to 

ons understand the Christian view of death and 

sm to resurrection. There is a Narnia memorial win- 

admit- dow at Holy Trinity Church. 

prayed; Lewis’s orthodox Christianity may have 
and been the reason why he was never offered a 

professorship at Oxford University. However, 

1 at the in 1954 he accepted the Chair of Medieval 

22, and Renaissance Literature at Cambridge, 

e Letters often returning to The Kilns at weekends, 
union at Lewis’s relationship with Joy Gresham has 


been detailed in the film ‘Shadowlands’. She 
corresponded with him from New York, came 
to Oxford to meet him at the Eastgate 
Hotel ( 1 0) and then moved to the city with 
her two sons, first to 10 Old High Street, 
Headington (12) and finally to The Kilns. 
Their civil marriage (II) allowed Joy to stay 
in Britain but it developed into a deep love 
which was all the more precious because she 
was battling to overcome cancer. She died in 
I960 at the Radcliffe Infirmary and was cre- 
mated at her own request. Lewis’ poem 
‘Epitaph’ was cut into a marble plaque near 
where her ashes were scattered. His intense 
sorrow was expressed in his work A Grief 
Observed. C. S. Lewis himself died three years 
later on November 26, 1963. His funeral was 
at Holy Trinity where he is buried with 
Warnie. 

At a memorial service in Magdalen College 
chapel, Austin Farrer said of him: ‘He really 
was a Christian - by which I mean, he never 
thought he had the right to stop’. 


Some Lewis centenary events 


C.S. Lewis Centenary Summer School 

August 6- 1 I with John Stott and Earl Palmer. 
Sessions in Oxford and London. Organised by 
the Institute of Contemporary Christianity. 
Details from them on 0 1 7 1 629 36 1 5. 

Loose in the Fire 

July 1 9 - August I .Two-week conference and 
celebration in Oxford and Cambridge organised 
by the C.S. Lewis Foundation. Speakers include: 
Elaine Storkey and Kallistos Ware.Details from 
01865 767689. 

Holy Trinity Church Headington Quarry 

will be open in the afternoon from July 1 9-25. On 
July 1 9, 22, 23, 24 there will be Evensong at 4pm. 
See the Narnia window, the pew where Jack and 
Warnie Lewis sat and their shared grave. More 
parish celebrations in November to coincide 
with C.S.Lewis’ actual birthday. 

C.S. Lewis 26p stamp issued on July 2 1 
It is one of a set of five ‘Magical Worlds’ which 
also includes a Lewis Carroll stamp. 
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Shades of Glass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 
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‘Windows 
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Ramsgate. Kent. CT1 1 7AE I 


3-13 yean 11 - 18 year 

Junior School (IAPS) Senior School (HMC) 

Boys and Girls - Day and Boarding 

BURSARIES OF 30% 
FOR CHILDREN OF 
CLERGY 

AND MISSIONARIES 

A CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
FOUNDATION 1879 

* High Examination Pass Rate 
to University 
* Strong Christian Ethos 

* Close Pastoral Care 

* Excellent Facilities 

For more information, please contact: 

Tel: (01843) 592680 
Fan: (01843) 851123 

St Lawrence College exists to provide education for children 
Charity number 30792 1 


CALDECOTT COLLEGE 

Multi Disciplinary Training 

FOR ALL YOU WORK WITH 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

University Accredited Courses 

Booking Now - Starting September '98 

Certificate in Therapeutic Chile! Care - In Kent 
Booking Now - Starting September '98 
Certificate in Tnerapeutic Chile! Care - In Suffolk/Essex 
Booking Now - Starting September '98 
Diploma in Tnerapeutic Chile! Care - London & Kent 

Seminars 

Ann Alvarez - The Tavistock Clinic 

A one doy seminar on working with very disturbed 
and damaged children 

3rd July Ashford, Kent 

For a copy of the latest 

Caldecott College Prospectus or an Application form 

Please telephone 01303 814 232 (24hrs) or 
E-mail info9caldecottcoflege.org 
www.caldecottcollege.org 



HOLY ROOD HOUSE 


Sowerby, Thirsk, North Yorkshire 
A loving and peaceful environment for all ages 

• Day visits or longer stays always welcome 

• Relax in a restful, caring and supportive atmosphere 

• Counselling and complementary therapies 

• Courses and conference facilities 

• Warm hospitality and good wholesome food 

• Delightful gardens 

Contact: Director, 10 Sowerby Road. Sowerby 
Thirsk. Y07 4AZ 
or Telephone: 01845 522580 

Chanty No. 511151 
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BOOK NOW TO SECURE THE MILLENNIUM 
HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME - BE PART OF THE 
EVENTS AT THE 

AD 2000 OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 

Highway Journeys combines the lakes and 
mountains of Austria with one of the world's 
most remarkable Christian theatrical 
extravaganza. 

Book now and you can turn mediocre Millennium 
year into an unforgettable trip of a lifetime by 
combining the delights of an Austrian mountain or 
lake holiday with the remarkable experience of the 
2000 Oberammergau Passion Play, staying in the 
private homes of local Bavarians who, for 
generations, have been the performers in this world- 
renowned theatrical phenomenon. 

Traditionally enacted in the first summer of every 
decade, this beautifully-set encapsulation of the gospel : 
story - with its Old Testament tableau, its actors, singers, 
huge chorus, orchestras and even a cast of live animals - 


is billed as one of the most enthralling events on the 
international Millennium calendar. 

This holiday is for people who want to make the 
Millennium really special. Many of them may even be 
able to stay in the houses of the acting characters of say, 
Jesus ChrisT, Judas or one of the disciples. 

Travel specialists, Highway Journeys, have made 
arrangements for several thousand people to visit 
Oberammergau, either individually or in groups and by 
air or coach between May and the end of September in 
AD2000 to see the play in its 40th season. 

They will stay in the homes of local villagers, many of 
whom have already started growing beards and long hair 
for their parts in the performances, and be an integral 
part of the proceedings that have surrounded the Passion 
Play since its inception in 1634. 

Since that first performance, no matter what the 
political upheavals in the Holy Land itself, the original 
Jerusalem stoiy has been regularly transferred to the 
small village in Bavaria where locally-recruited cast of 
well over 1000 people get together in their mountain- 
ringed theatre to change the thoughts and lives of people 
from the world over. 


DRUMALIS 


RETREAT CENTRE 
LARNE 
CO ANTRIM 

An Oasis on the Journey of Life 
where the focus is on right relationships with God, with others and all creation. 
Situated in the Glens of Antrim and within sight of Scotland, Drumalis offers 
facilities for retreats, courses, conferences and cross-community events. 

Coining up: 

29 June-6 July Transformation Retreat 

'"Rining in" to the movements and inspirations of the 
Spirit and experiencing the loving 
Providence of God in our lives 

Donal Dorr & Imelda Smyth 
9-17 July Creative Retreat 

An opportunity to open ourselves to a deeper awareness 
of God and ourselves through Scripture, clay, 
painting, nature etc. 

Column Lavelle SJ 

9-14 August Mt. Oliver Summer School 

CUCHULAIN INSATIABLE ICON 



An exploration into the religio-political dimensions 
of a traditional Gaelic cult hero 

T Harnill 


19-28 August Preached/Directed Retreat 
CUCHULAIN INSATIABLE ICON 
An exploration into the religio-political dimensions of a 
traditional Gaelic cult hero 
P. Bums CSSR & Team 
16-18 Oct Inter Church Peace Retreat 
Based on St. Francis' Peace Prayer 
Max Oliva SJ 
6-8 Nov Celtic Spirituality 
Touching into the richness of our Celtic Heritage 
J. J. O'Riondan CSSR 
11-13 Dec Advent Retreat 
B. Grogan SJ 

25 April- 1 May, 1999 Effective Group 
Leadership for a better world 

A training course in developing a wider base of genuine 
caring and skilful leadership in churches, schools, 


communities, countries and the world 

Apply to: Drumalis Secretary, Glenarm Road, Lame, Co. Antrim BT40 IDT 
Tel: (01574) 272196/276455 
Fax: (01574) 277999* 




ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

To set the scene for the Oberammergau visit, Highway 
Journeys' recently-launched holiday programme is 
based on nine and ten day stay in traditional family run 
four-star Austrian hotels in Seefeld, Lemoos, 
Schwendau in the Ziller Valley and Pertisau on Lake 
Aachensee, with one and two nights in Oberammergau. 

Individual, flight inclusive, half board prices for 9 days 
are from £689, including one night in Oberammergau 
and a ticket for the passion play, and there are four 
departures a week. Coach based holiday prices are also 
available. 

For groups there is a free place for every 11th booking. 

Highway Journeys’ holidays are not just for practising 
Christians but for anyone looking for personal service, 
hand picked accommodation, a focus on companionship 
and excursions and itineraries that get the best from the 
local culture, history and people. 

The company is part of the Highway Trust,* a registered 
charity for Christian outreach and education at home 
and abroad and is dedicated to providing practical help 
throughout the world, including involvement in youth 
projects and programmes to help the poor and 
underprivileged. 

Specialising in holidays to the Holy land. Highway 
Journeys also organises trips for groups and to Jordan, 
Syria, Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, Malta, italy, Russia and 
India. 

For more information contact: helen Drinkwater at 
Highway on 01256 895966. 
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A peaceful House of Retreat in picturesque 
setting. Sleeps 23. 
Group/individual bookings. 

For full programme of Open Retreats for Clergy 
and Laity apply to the Warden. 
CL ERGY 

Sept 7-llth - Fr Simon Holden C.R. 

Oct 19-23rd - Canon Paul Ostre icher 
Nov 16-20th - Canon Donald Grey 
Dec 7-llth - Fr Anthony Grant C.R. 

LAITY 

Sept 4-6th - Bishop Anselmon Genders C.R. 
Oct 26-30th - Br Angelo S.S.F. 

Nov 27-30th - Fr Vincent Gurling C.R. 
Quiet Day 

Dec 1st - Rev. John Askey 
ST FRANCIS' HOUSE 
HEMINGFORD GREY 
HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE18 9BJ 
Tel: 01480 462185 


DISCOVERING CITIES 


Midweek Breaks with a Difference 

Join a Group of Like-Minded People for 
Talks, Walks and Escorted Visits 

Includes Dinner, Bed and Breakfast in 
Selected Traditional Hotels 

Learn something of the Heritage of some 
of Britain's most fascinating Cities 


01372 720510 


Birmingham Early Music Festival 1998 



HIGHLANDS HOTEL 
JERSEY 1998 

SEND NOW FORYOUR 

FREE VIDEO/BROCHURE 
INFORMATION PACK 


ykEn-suite ad rooms; %Guest Speaker ministry; 
%TV /Direct Dial Telephones (all rooms); 
Situated peninsula , unrivalled sea-views; 
discounts Snr. Citizens/Church groups. 
Children Free (up to 7 yrs). Special events. 
TEL: 01534 44288. FAX: 47273 



Mystique 


28th October • 14th November 199$ 

TRIO SONNERIE. CONCORDIA, RED PRIEST 
SYMPHONYE, EX CATHEDRA, 
CAPELLA NOVA... 

reveal the mystery and magic of western music 
from the Middle Ages to the Enlightenment. 

Why not join us in unlocking 
the secrets of music? 

for further information contact Festival Administrator 
42 Beech Avenue, Worcester WR3 8PY 

Telefax: 01905 452692 


THE UGANDA 
EXPERIENCE 



Murchison Falls Sattonal Part NT I ganda 

Let our 14 years of experience 
assist you with your 

UGANDA TRAVEL 

• British Airways ticketing - 
either direction - from London 
or Entebbe Exceptionally cheap 
fares before June 30th. Direct 
flights 3 times per week 

• Vehicle hire using reputable 
companies, vehicles and drivers 

• Accommodation: Kampala, 
airport overnight, upcountry 
dowiKOuntry 

• Safaris: your own personal tour 
arranged or fully inclusive & 
escorted for 15 or 19 days. 
National Parks - Murchison Falls, 
Queen Elizabeth, Lake Mburo, 
Bwindi Forest, Kibale, Kidepo. 

Also - the source of 

the Nile: Kigezi & Lake Bunyonyi. 
Or - if you want to get right off 
the beaten track we know 
where to recommend. 

We specialise in Uganda. We 
travel there regularly. We know who 
we are dealing with. If we recommend 
a place to you - we have been there 
ourselves . usually many times. We 
have strong links with many church 
and NGO projects there 
We actively support 9 rural projects 
For further details of how 
UGANDA EXPERIENCE 
can help you make the most of 
your Uganda travel contact: 
Malcolm Rankin (Worcester) 
TeL 01905 830745 
Fax; 01905 831745 


Oberammergau Passion Play 2000 

V | ^ Prices from £689 for 9 days to include: 
^ ' Superb choice of Austrian 

noliday resorts 
Escorted holidays 
• Organisers concessions 
First class theatre tickets 


/ * 


SEE THE 
BEAUTY OF 

AUSTRIA 

EXPERIENCE THE PASSION OF 

OBERAMMERGAU 2000 


For brochures please tel: 01256 895966 

Highway Journeys, 3 Winchester Street, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7AH 



POST CARD 


Having a wonderful relaxing stay at 
Bryn Glas, it’s won awards for 
accessibility. 

ALL ROOMS are wheelchair friendly, 
there isn’t a single step anywhere. 
Food's excellent and a wide choice. 
Ideally situated for touring N. Wales. We 
think you'll like it, so why not send for a 
brochure at: 

Bryn Glas Hotel 

Trefnant, Denby shire LL16 5UD 

TEL: 01745 730868 


| * 0 5 9 !i 


ANYONE 

ANYWHERE 

ANYTOWN 

ANYWHERE 

P.S. They have Mini Breaks from 
November to March, one night FREE 
for every two paid for. 
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Tea with a twist - at the church 

During the summer many churches open their doors to visitors looking for 
a warm welcome and good, home-baked cakes and scones. Meanwhile the 
number of church-run restaurants continues to grow. Bon appetit! 


AYLESBURY 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Bedgrove. 
Coffee shop open on Thursdays and first 
Saturday of the month 10am-12pm. Tea, 
coffee and home-made cakes from 15p. 
Wheelchair access; Traidcraft stall. 
Proceeds to Tearfund. 01296 394759. 

St Mary’s Refectory, St Mary’s Square. 
Open 10am - 3pm Mon-Sat. Hot lunches, 
salads, vegetarian selection, snacks and 
teas. Thai and Indonesian food a speciali- 
ty. Open Thursday evenings from 7.30pm 
for Thai/Ind food. Closed last two weeks in 
August. Traidcraft shop. Wheelchair 
access and toilet, 01296 428518. 

The King’s Head Centre, Market Square. 
Mon-Sat. The Great Hall serves coffees, 
teas, and ‘Aylesbury Flyer’ quick lunches 
9.30am-5.30pm. A la carte meals 11.30am- 
2.30pm in the Georgian Room (booking 
required). All-day coffee shop in courtyard 
serves icecreams, hot snacks and home- 
made cakes and scones. 01296 334590. 

BEACONSFIELD Coffee House, 3 Burkes 
Court, Station Rd. Christian books and 
cards, coffee, tea, snacks, cakes etc. and 
company. Open Sat 10am - 5pm, Mon, Tue, 
Thu and Fri 10am - 4.30pm, Wed 10am- 
2pm. 01494 674029. 

BOURNE END Hedsor St Nicholas 
Church open Sundays 2.30-4. 30pm until 
end of September. Stunning views, car 
park. Arduous climb so difficult for wheel- 
chairs but warm welcome and cup of tea 
awaits you. Please contact: 01628 523046. 

BURNHAM Cornerstone Coffee Shop 
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm. Volunteer staff. Teas, 
coffees, biscuits and a chat. 01628 664338. 

DATCHET The Bridge Ecumenical Parish 
Centr^, The Green. Mon-Sat 9.30am-4pm. 
Coffee, tea, home-made cakes and sand- 
wiches. Cards and religious books, 
paintings by local artists and pottery. Also 
houses Borough Information Help Point 
10am-3pm and Datchet Parish Council 
officel0am-2pm every Wednesday. 

DENHAM Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
Teas every Sunday to 5 October, 3-5pm. 
Tea, coffee, home-made scones, cakes. 
Church with Norman tower open every 
afternoon. 01895 833248. 

DORCHESTER The renowned Abbey Tea 


Rooms are open Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday from about 3pm 
‘until the food runs out’ (about 5.30pm). 
Homemade scones, cakes, biscuits - share 
a table and help yourself. You pay for 
what you eat. 01865 340044. 

EAST HAGBOURNE St Andrew’s Church. 
Tea/coffee and cake 50p on Sundays 2.30- 
5pm until end Sept. Also homemade 
cakes on sale to take home. 

01235 817377. 

GREAT MIS- 
SENDEN SS Peter 
and Paul 

Church. Cream 
teas every 
Sunday 3-5pm 
until end 
September. £2 
for scone, 
cake, tea or 
cold drink. 

Wheelchair 
access and toilet. 

:Brenda Crocker 
01494 863476. 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
Medieval Chantry House at St 
Mary’s open for teas 3-5.30pm on Sundays 
and BH until end September. Ground 
floor and church accessible by wheel- 
chair. Chantry House also open Regatta 
Week (July 1-4) until 6pm for tea/coffee 
and cold lunches. 01491 573177. 

HIGH WYCOMBE All Saints’ Coffee and 
Book Shop, Oakley Hall, Castle Street. 
Mon-Sat 9.45am-12.30pm; during term 
time until 1.30pm. Hot and cold drinks, 
scones, homemade cakes. Traidcraft 
goods. Proceeds to charity. 01494 525511. 

HUGHENDEN Teas in Church House 
every Sunday and BH to end Oct 2.15- 
5.30pm. Cream teas, home-made scones 
and cakes. Ice-creams, tea-cakes and soft 
drinks. Mid-week teas by arrangement 
with Judy Dauncey: 01494 562972. 

HURLEY Teas on the Green every Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Monday 3-5.30pm until 
end September. Coffee, squash and cream 
teas. Wheelchair access, toilets. Contact: 
Chris Wells 01494 484383. 


IFFLEY Church Hall open Sundays 3.30- 
5pm till end August. Home-made cakes. 
Wheelchair access and toilet facilities. 
Church open; river and lock nearby. 

KIDLINGTON Cream teas, home-made 
scones and cakes and cold drinks served 
in St Mary’s Church Refectory each 
Sunday 3. 30-5. 30pm until September 6. 
Wheelchair access and toilet. Thirteenth 
century church open. 

MARLOW All Saints Church Hall, The 
Causeway. Home-made teas every Sunday 
to end Sept 3-6pm. Home-made cakes, 
scones, sandwiches etc. In aid of organ 
restoration fund. Wheelchair access. 
Contact Gwen Rogers: 01494 
445505. 

MAIDENHEAD St 
Mary’s Church, High 
Street ‘Coffee Break’. 
Every Thursday 
9.30am-12noon to 
welcome visitors 
before and after 
Holy Communion 
at 10am. Coffee, tea, 
cakes 15p. Easy 
access. Church office: 
01628 638866. 

MILTON KEYNES The 
Cornerstone Pantry at the 
the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone. Open all year (except 
BH and Christmas to New Year) Monday to 
Saturday 10am - 4pm. ‘Home baked’ 
snacks and meals. 

OXFORD 

St Aldates Coffee House warmly wel- 
comes you between 10am and 5pm 
Mon-Fri and until 6pm on Saturdays. Large 
selection of excellent pastries and cakes, 
cooked breakfasts and light lunches. Also 
cream teas, strawberries and cold drinks. 
Patio open in summer with view of Christ 
Church and St Aldate’s. 

St Giles’ Church Hall Woodstock Rd. Tea, 
coffee, squash, cakes, biscuits every 
Sunday 3.30-4.45pm. Pot of tea 25p, cake 
15p. Wheelchair access. •- 
St Michael at the Northgate Coffee shop 
open all year Wed:12-2pm, Sat: llam-lpm. 
Tea, coffee, chocolate, soft drinks, filled 
rolls, soup, crisps, biscuits. 01865 240940. 
University Church High Street. 
Convocation Coffee House. Mon-Fri: 10am- 
6pm (5pm in winter). Sat: 10am-5pm, 
Sun:llam-5pm. Wide range of homemade 
lunches, and soups, cakes, pastries and 
cream teas. Tower views of Oxford £1.40 


adults/70p children. Shop. 01865 279112. 

READING 

Greyfriars Christian Centre Open 10am- 
4pm Mon-Sat for a warm welcome and 
range of home-made snacks at reasonable 
prices at lunchtime; teas, coffee, ice 
cream, cakes and scones at other times. 
Easy access for wheelchair visitors, special 
toilet facility. Well stocked Christian book- 
shop. 01189 587369. 

St Peter’s, Caversham Sundays in July and 
August 3. 30-5. 30pm. Teas served outside 
when fine. Cream teas, coffee, squash, 
cakes and biscuits. Church and grounds 
wheelchair accessible. 0118 947 1703. 
Tilehurst Christian Centre ‘The Link’. 
Refreshments and books. Cakes, soups, 
jacket potatoes. Open 10-4pm weekdays, 
10-2pm Saturdays. Closed 17-30 Aug. 
Wheelchair access and loos. 01189 451401. 

SANDHURST ‘Wednesday Teapot’ 2-4pm 
every Wednesday at St Michael’s Pastoral 
Centre, Church Road. Friendly welcome, 
cup of tea, biscuit and chat for 20p dona- 
tion. Wheelchair access and loo. Church 
also open. 01252 872683. 

SLOUGH (Upton-cum-Chalvey) St Mary’s 
Church open for Victorian Teas from 
10.30am-lpm every Sat July and August. 
Tea/coffee 50p; cakes 50p/ 70p. Free con- 
cert 12.30pm. Wheelchairs. 01753 529988. 

THAME St Mary’s Church open 11am- 
4pm Mon-Sat, 2-4pm Sundays. Gift shop, 
cards and Christian books. Refreshments 
all day. Group bookings please contact 
Doreen Urch 01844 208204. 

THE LEE St John Baptist Church open till 
September 6, 3.30-5.30pm for cream teas. 

UFFINGTON St Mary’s Church. Open 
Sundays to end Sept from 3pm in Thomas 
Hughes Memorial Hall. Cakes, sandwich- 
es, cream teas. Wheelchair access and 
toilet facilities. Parties welcome any day. 
Please ring Fay Forster: 01367 820363. 

WALLINGFORD St Mary’s Church open 
for teas every Sunday 3-5pm until Sept 6. 

WENDOVER St Mary’s open Sundays 2- 
5pm for tea and cakes till end September. 
Wheelchair access. Contact Joan 
Catchpole 01296 624811. 

WINGRAVE (nr Aylesbury). Cream teas 
in church every Sunday to end August, 3- 
5.30pm. Wheelchair access on request. 
Party bookings during the week. Contact 
Annie Cooper 01296 681250 or Bob 
Willmott 01296 681623. 

1 




Please rick the relevant boxes and complete your name and ful address hi BLOCK CAPITALS. 
We do not poss on names and oddresses to any other organisation. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/% 


□ I would ice to know more abort the work of CBM; please send me your information pack. 

□ IwooHlatose^ 

□ lendosemy cheque for £ payable to (hristm Blind Mission 

□ Pleqse debit my Viso / MastefCord Expiry dote / 


Return Ibis form (no stamp required) to: 

Christian Blind Mission, FREEPOST AN66010, Orwei House, Cowley Rood, Cambridge CB4 4B0 F97 DO 


D r David Yorston decided that the command of Jesus to 
care for the needy meant leaving his Bristol neighbours 
and joining Christian Blind Mission’s work in Tanzania 
for four years. Twelve years on, he’s still sharing God’s love 
with his new African neighbours. 

As an ophthalmic consultant at Kikuyu Eye Hospital, 
Kenya, David is developing pioneering techniques, such 
as implanting artificial lenses made in India, to restore 
the vision of cataract patients. 

He travels around to operate on those who can’t reach 
his hospital. And he trains eye surgeons and medical 
assistants to that specialist skills are passed on. 

Our UK office opened in 1996, to let you know about 
David and the other 35 CBM specialists from the UK. 
With over 80 years’ experience, CBM is spearheading 
the fight against eye diseases and blindness. Our healthcare workers in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe now treat over 8.2 million 
eye patients of all ages every day. 

To find out more about CBM, return the form and we’ll send you our 
new information pack. Then decide whether to love a new neighbour by 
supporting our work. 


Of 40 million 
blind people 
in the world, 
90% live in 
developing 
countries. 


ALL SAINTS 
ENTERPRISES LTD 

I Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks HP 13 6RF 

loffee shop provides coffee and home made 
scones, home made cakes and cookies. 

Also cold drinks 

Bookshop - Bible-cards - Gifts - Books 
Special discount rates for clergy, 
churches on application 
Opening hours 9.45am until 12.30pm 
Monday to Saturday inclusive 
iut during August - Shop orders taken on 01494 530785) 


aged and staffed by vol 


28 School Road, 
Tilehurst, 

Reading RG31 SAN 
Tel. (01189) 451401 


TILEHURST 
CHRISTIAN 
CENTRE 

Refreshments & Bootes 

104 WEEKDAYS - 10-2 SATURDAYS 

SCHOOL ROAD, 

TILEHURST 

( next to Methodist Church ) 


DORCHESTER ABBEY 


Open until dusk all year 

MUSEUM OPEN: 

Tuesday-Saturday 10.30am- 12.30pm 
& 2pm-6pm - Sunday 2pm-6pm. 

TEA ROOMS 

Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
from 3.00pm until food gone. 

IT 


ONE 01865 340007 


Christian Blind Mission is a Registered Charity dedicated to eye care the Wodd over. Charity No. 1058162. 

International office: ZOrich, Switzerland 


Christian 
Blind Mission 


Christian Blind Mission 
Orwell House 
Cowley Rood 
Cambridge CB4 4WY 
Tel: 01223 506321 
Fax: 01223 506320 
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LANGPORT 

Tranquil 
caravan and 
camping park 

4-8 berth static 
caravans for hire. 
Bar, shop, laundry, 
hook-ups. 

BOWDENS 
CREST 
014S8 25QSS3 

A brixhamA 
SOUTH BAY 
HOUDAY 
VILLAGE 

- self catering 

Fully equipped luxury 
8 berth caravans. 
May-November. Fantastic 
views, site facilities, nearby 
attractions and prices. 
For details Tel/Fax 

01803 854771 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

Self catering 
accommodation 

1 Bedroom bungalow from 

£154 per week 

1 Bedroom chalet from 

£140 per week 

Rural area 

Weekly, weekend, mid-week 
breaks throughout season 
Pets welcomed 
16 Miles north of Tenby, good 
walking area 

Phone for brochure 
01437 $63801 


SWANAGE 

Priestway Holiday Park 
Dorset 

Sea views, launderette, 4/8 bath, 
full mains caravans, fridge, 
colour TV, play area 
PERFECT FAMILY 
HOLIDAY 
PETS WELCOME 
Special concession for Swanage 
Steam Railway 
Camping available 
A few new and secondhand sited 
caravans for sale 

#W» 422747 -01929 424154 


Cheap holidays 
in Padstow, 
near Newquay 

6 berth Chalets on 
country holiday estate. 
Club house, restaurant, 
live entertainment during 
peak weeks. 
Children’s clubs. 
Prices from 
£85 - £242 per week 

01642 492443 


WEYMOUTH 
LITTLESEA HAVEN 

LUXURY 3 BED 
CARAVAN 

Shower, bath, separate wc, 
fridge, microwave, colour 
TV, usual amenities, clean 
bedding, on site 
entertainment, heated 
pools, children's club 
From £220 pw 
0117 982 3114 or 
01454 633448 


Timeshare 

Resales 

Utgenily required 
Register now for 
summer sales. 

All transactions fully 
legally protected. 

Call Jackie on 

Tel. 01926 614238 
Fax. 01926 614240 

For more details 
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30. 

No obligation, friendly service 

Chib Class Vacations Ltd 


Hotel 

★★ 


All 

Seasons 

UhnMm 

3 days dinner B&B 
2 persons 

£170 inclusive 

or 7 Days only £1 88 
30 bedrooms all en-suite 
2 minutes from town centre, 
quiet location, spectacular 


For more Information 
Telephone now 

0500 466361 


Countryside 

Site 

Five Holiday 
Lodges. Sleep 2-6 

Free TV, Sauna and 
Bar-B-Q 
Pets welcome. 
Pleasant walks and 
Aromatherapy 
available. 

TeL 01983 853194 


CARNAC, 

South 

Brittany 

HOUSES 

Telephone 

Hawkins 

01733 264418 


Pilgrimages to 


and other Holy Places 

LOURDES 

Depart on June 26, July 24, August 14 & 28, September 25 
(5 days) £164.50, (6 days) £198.50 

INDIA 

From October 28th to November 7th £1,249.00 

HOLY LAND 

From Feb 2nd to 9th 1999 £424.00 

ROME ASSISI ft SAN GIOVANNI 

From May 30th to June 6th £619.00 

FATIMA 

From October 11th to 18th £439.00 

PRESTON 

(Ladywell) and Blackpool from September 11th to 13th 

£75.00 

SCOTLAND 

From August 6th to 10th £159.50 

NORTH WALES 

Pilgrimage/Retreats 
Come, Rest & Play 

Departure Dates for 1998 
July 17 & 31, August 21, September 18 
and October 2 

Inclusive cost per person with two nights hotel 
accommodation 1 75 

www.city2000.com/tl/vailankanni-trust.html 
For booking information contact: 

Rev. Fr. Arthur Moraes, 25 Lower Teddington Road 
Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4HB 
Telephone: 0181 977 5682 Fax: 0181 943 4331 


ALL SAINTS AND HOLY TRINITY 
A TALE OF TWO YORK CHURCHES 


One of the pleasures of a 
Discovering Cities holiday 
is the inevitable introduc- 
tion to treasures which are 
easily missed on a standard 
brief stay in a city centre. 
Two such treasures on the 
agenda of a recent 
Discovering Cities three 
day break in York were the 
churches of All Saints 
Pavement and Holy Trinity 
Goodramgate. Both are 
well known to residents of 
York, but too often they are 
neglected by tourists head- 
ing for the Minster, the 
Jorvic centre, or the splen- 
did York museums which 
are the obvious magnets 
for most groups. 

The churches in question 
were visited on Day 2 of 
the Discovering Cities pro- 
gramme, when the holi- 
day-makers spent the 
morning on a walk around 
the Walls of York and visit- 
ed the Minster and the 
afternoon at the Castle 
Museum. Day 3 was to be 
' taken up with a visit to the 
City Art Gallery and an 
afternoon amidst the 


Georgian splendours of 
Fairfax House. Both days 
were preceded by an 
evening lecture, which is a 
regular feature of 
Discovering Cities holi- 
days. 

All Saints Pavement, some 
five minutes walk from the 
Ouse Bridge, which the 
party approached from 
Micklegate Bar, was men- 
tioned in the Domesday 
Book. It has been 
described as the stateliest 
of the York parish church- 
es, thanks especially to its 
tall, openwork octagonal 
tower and early 
Perpendicular windows. 


The church lacks a chan- 
cel, which fell victim to a 
street widening scheme in 
1782, but possess an 
intriguing 13th century 
lion’s head door-knocker 
and a tablet commemorat- 
ing Tate Wilkinson, 18th 
century founder of the 
Theatre Royal. 

Particularly popular with 
the Discovering Cities 
party and not just because 
it was visited immediately 
prior to a well-earned cof- 
fee break in Lady Row, 
York’s oldest range of tim- 
ber-framed domestic hous- 


es, was Holy Trinity 
Goodramgate. The church 
lies back from the street 
and is approached through 
an 18th century brick arch- 
way. It is a positive gem of 
a building which dates 
from the late 11th century 
and features a delightful 
interipr with higgledy-pig- 
gledy fittings, as Pevsner 
put it and an undulating 
floor which escaped the 
attention of Victorian 
restorers. 

Discovering Cities 01372 
720510. 


PENZANCE 

SELF CATERING 
GRANITE COTTAGE 
BY SEA 

Sleeps 5, close to all 
amenities, outdoor 
swimming pool nearby 
Very reasonable rates 

Prices from 
£100 pw to £275 pw 

Weeks available throughout 

Tel: 01428 682355 


Bideford 
Bay 

6-8 Berth caravan with all 
facilities on Haven 
Holiday Park 
Overlooking the bay 
with seaviews. 

Free entertainment, 
electricity, gas, 

TV and video. 
Indoor and outdoor 
swimming pool 
childrens club 

01837 53043 


WEYMOUTH, 

LITTLESEA 

HAVEN 

2 bedroom 
7 berth caravan. 
Colour TV, toilet, 
shower, fridge, 
microwave, 2 dubs. 
Shop, indoor/outdoor 
heated pools. 

0121 427 2602 , 


N 

CARAVANS, 

CHALETS 

e 

TO LET 

w 

Sleeping 4-8 people, all 

with toilet, shower and 

q 

u 

colour TV, swimming 
pool, launderette, 
solarium. In pleasant 
country position, yet 
only 1 mile from 
beach. 

a 

y 

Colour brochure from: 
L. Watson, Tregustick 
Holiday Park, Porth, 
Newquay, Cornwall 

Tel: 01637 872478 


Weymouth Bay 
Dorset 

Haven Site 

4 bedroom luxury 
caravan 

TV, Hi-Fi, microwave, 
toaster, entertainment 
2 pools 
Sorry no dogs 
Weeks in July/August 
available. 

01703 325691 




situated on the 
Norfolk coast with its 
miles of unspoilt sandy 
beaches and super range 
of attractions nearby. Full 
entertainment and great 

fadifh^ylL'ca^as Holiday Village, Hemsby-on-Sea 

active or as relaxed as you Norfolk 

wish. 


Over 50s holidays to remember 


3 nts from just £70 
full board 

ASK ABOUT OUR 
SPECIAL RATES FOR 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
AND COACH TRAVEL 


• All inclusive cost • Full board 

• Full entertainments programme 

TEL. 01493 733610 

Swimming pool, coffee shop, git shop, dancing, snooker, 
crazy golf, table tennis, skittles, bowling green, croquet, 
snort mat bowls, pentanque, colour TV, tea making 
facilities in all rooms 


MERTON _ 
dB&k HOUSE 
W HOLIDAY ^liSP 
HOTEL LTD 


Stands in its own grounds high above the U bend of 
the Riyer Wye and caters for physically handicapped 
and the older person. 

We offer 

Full Board - Outings 
Entertainment and a friendly service 
For further details, write or phone: 

\ Merton House Hotel Ltd., 

Eddie Cross St.,* 

Ross-on-Wye 
Herefordshire 
HR9 7BZ 

01989 563252 



A charitable organisation providing 
care for the physically handicapped no 277171 




. f THE LOWEST 
Jfl'-FLICHTS 
v- '- HOLIDAYS 


Open 7 days 

till late CALL 

MORGAN GLOBAL 
TRAVEL 

01403 230300 

RETAIL AGENTS FOR ATOL HOLDERS 


WEYMOUTH 

BAY 

6/7/8 Berth Caravans on 
Haven site, with CYTV, 
microwave, indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools, 
clubs, bowling alley. 
Pets welcome with no 
charge 

June, July and 
September Specials 

01308 458835 

SEVILLE 

Southern Spain 

2nd floor flat 
Sleeps 5/6 
I deal base for cultural 
visit to Andalusia. 

£300 per week 
Excluding fiestas 

Tel: 01249/659594 
Fax: 01249/460939 

West Bay 
Haven site 

3 bedroom caravan 

Sleeps up to 9, family home 
comforts, free pool, nightly 
entertainment, 
kiddies/teenage clubs. 

No smoking/pets 

Weekend breaks 
when available 

(01803) 523135 

Lanzarote 

Large villa, private 
pool, sea front 
apartments. 

Also late 
availability 

Tel. 

01905 619449 


ISLE OF WIGHT COACH TOURS 

CLIFF VIEW HOTEL 

FAMILY RUN WONDERFUL COASTAL VIEWS. 
CHOICE OF MENU AT BREAKFAST AND EVENING 
MEAL, EN-SUITE ROOMS, CENTRALLY HEATED, TV 
TEA/COFFEE, LICENSED. 

LOCAL PICK-UP POINTS 
TARIFF INCLUDES ALL TRAVEL TO AND FROM 
THE ISLE OF WIGHT INCLUDING FERRY COSTS. 
DAILY TOURS AROUND THE ISLAND AT NO 
EXTRA CHARGE. 

DATES OF TOURS: 

19th-25th July £176. 

1 st-5th Sep £130. 

5th-12th Sep £210. 

Combine the 12 days £325. 

PHONE: 01983 852226 
NOW FOR BROCHURE 

L’Ecluse 

Self catering cottages 

SARK GY9 OSF 
Tel: 01481 832468 or fax 01481 832467 



Beautifully appointed cottages sleeping 2 or 4 persons 
in an idyllic, quiet, sunny and sheltered 
woodland setting. 

A- Central heating * Radio /hairdryer 
it Coin operated washing machine it TV A- Payphone 
it Free luggage transfer it Breakfast starter pack 


PLEASE CONTACT MRS MARY LEER 


Caravan 
Holiday 
Tenby, West 
Wales 
LUXURY 
CARAVAN 
25% off 

brochure prices 

Club House 
Swimming Pool 
Private Beach 
Childrens Club 

(01792) 2990 77 


Paphos, 

Cyprus 

Large 3 bedroomed 
2 bath roomed house > 
sleeps 6 comfortably. 

Magnificent views across 
banana plantation to the sea. 
£300 per week 
Some summer weeks still 
available 

Now taking bookings for 
Winter weeks, Oct. etc. 
Phone for availability „nd 
brochure 

0121 353 3581 


DARTMOUTH 

near Marina 

Premier 

2 bedroomed chalet 
bungalow 

Bathroom/shower, kitchen, 
microwave, TV entertainment, 
bar, restaurant and swimming 
pool available. 

Also 2 bed cottage 
In Torquay 
Tel: 01803 521672 
07970 980989 


Westcombe 

Apartments 

Torquay 

Swimming pool and sun 
terrace, private path to sea front, 
self contained apartments - own 
private facilities, fully fitted and 
equipped kitchen with electric 
cooker and refrigerator, colour 
T.V., free bed linen. 

Free Parking 

Tel 

01803 293373 

Croft Road, 

Torquay TQ2 5UD 


Weymouth Bay 

6, 7 & 8 Berth Luxury 
Caravan Holidays on 


HAVEN HOLIDAY 
COMPLEX 


FREE ENTERTAINMENT 

FREE CHILDREN'S CLUB, HEATED 
POOLS, GAS AND ELECTRIC 

Special high season breaks from 1 1th 
July k> 5 th September 
6 berth 2 oed 3/4 nights from £209 
6/8 bedh 3 bed 3/4 nighls from £239 
Samoilolk, June 3/4 nigh bmobhtn £89 


CALL THIS NUMBER 

01305 778024 


Blackpool 

Luxury caravans 

All mod cons. 
Fantastic family site, 
indoor swimming pool, 
children’s club, evening 
entertainment, 

2/3 miles outside 
Blackpool centre 
Bookings being taken for 
Summer onwards 

Tel: 01706 223427 


Cornwall 

Perranporth 

Holiday 

Caravans 

available 

Colour TV’s, 
gas/electric included. 
Overlooking beach . 

01872 572156 


LOVELY 

chaLet 

VILLA + 
BUNGALOW 

1 50 yards from beach, 
11/2 miles from Looe. 
All amenities, exc. 
location. Sleeps 6. 

From £80/wk 
£325 peak season 
£50 long weekend 
winter breaks. 

(01934) 516368 


MELBOURNE HOTEL 

4 West Street, South Cliff, 
Scarborough YOll 2QL 
COMMENDED Tel: 01723 372822/ 373240 
Michael and Shirley Broddle welcome you 
to our family run hotel. 

We offer a warm Welcome for both 
short breaks or weekly bookings. 
Please telephone or write for a full brochure 
and terms. Special reductions for families 
and senior citizens throughout the year. 


DALES & PEAKS HOTEL 
& RESTAURANT 

Old Road, Darley Dale, 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2ER 

A beautiful Victorian Country House Hotel 
where the personal supervision of its proprietor 
ensures a warm welcome. 

★ Renowned for its 6-course Victorian suppers 

★ English Tourist Board 4 Crown commended 

★ Ideally situated for touring the Dales & Peak: 
of Derbyshire, close to Chatsworth House & 
Haddon Hall 

★ 2 day breaks DBB from £89 p.p. 

★ 3 day breaks DBB from £129 p.p. inclusive 

★ 5 day breaks DBB from £199 p.p. inclusive 

Open to non residents for 
Victorian Supper Evenings 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday. Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Brochure Tel: 01629 733775 

Apply for a mid-week special discount 
for readers of The Door 
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Anglican issues argued with confidence 

Grace and Truth in a Secular Age edited by Timothy Bradshaw ( Wm B Eerdmans Publishing Co. ISBN 0-8028-4343-3 ) 


A number of local scholars have con- 
tributed to this collection of 19 essays by 
Anglican Evangelicals from five continents. 
The approaching Lambeth Conference pro- 
vides the context and structure, with the 
chapters grouped under the Conference’s 
four agenda headings: full humanity, evan- 
gelism, pluralism and church unity. 

Statistics from Peter Brierly set the scene, 
suggesting that by 2010 Anglicans in Africa 
will have overtaken the numbers in the UK. 
In North America the current trend is 
toward quite rapid decline. Compared with 
other worldwide communions, on most 
issues we come out in the middle. 

Confidence that the gospel has not sig- 
nificantly changed down the ages and 
remains relevant today is a key theme 
throughout. Miphael Green sees the core of 
evangelism as calling people to bow to the 
Cosmic Christ as Lord, but Benjamin Kwashi 
of Nigeria warns against commercialism of 


evangelism; lifestyles speak louder than 
megaphones. 

Others develop the importance of the 
current interest in the Trinity for our wor- 
ship and holiness. Many of the writers refer 
to discussion over homosexual practice and 
see the maintenance of the traditional 
Christian position as a matter of grave 
importance. The Kuala Lumpar statement 
on the subject, by delegates from 80 African 
and Asian churches, is printed in an 
appendix. 

Stanton Jones, an American clinical psy- 
chologist, gives a measured defence of the 
tradition and warns of the pressure which 
is experienced when participating in dia- 
logues over sexuality. Some are also clearly 
perturbed by the ordination of women, 
though there is no essay directly on the 
'issue. Edith Humphrey takes a middle way 
on inclusive language. She sees order and a 
hint of hierarchy co-existing with freedom 


and equality in the Trinity. God is not male 
and we need a range of titles to describe 
God, but she sees danger in removing the 
phrase ‘Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ from 
key points in the liturgy. 

Pluralism and unity prove to be themes 
which are hard to keep distinct. Chris 
Sinkinson takes issue with John Hick and 
concludes that if all accounts of God are 
true, none are real. Tim Bradshaw analyses 
the recent Virginia Report and argues 
against a more centralised Anglican bureau- 
cracy. The Anglican model is more like the 
Orthodox one. Provinces are united by the 
apostolic tradition and worship, but with a 
greater emphasis on evangelism. So John 
Webster calls us to lay aside anxious defen- 
siveness. It is God’s gospel and God will 
reign triumphant. 

Vera Sin ton 

The Revd Vera Sinton is Director of Pastoral 
Studies at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 


Christian artists listed 

A directory of Christian artists has been 
published by Bible Society. The Arts in Mission 
Directory 1998-99 (Bible Society. £7.99. ISBN 
0564-04076-2) lists 630 artists and organisa- 
tions from painters to recording studios. 

Chairman Elizabeth Brazell says in her 
introduction: ‘As Christian artists we have a 
wonderful opportunity to explain and por- 
tray the cross of Jesus through art in all its 
various forms.’ And painter Canon Mike 
Austin says, ‘Art is about wholeness - releas- 
ing your God-given gifts, being whole’. 

Actress Beth Ellis became a Christian at 
the age of 60 and now uses her skills to 
help other Christians develop their creative 
gifts. She says: ‘Suddenly I realised I was in 
the right place, doing the right thing, 
using my 40 years’ experience in the profes- 
sional theatre and passing it on to be used 
in the Lord’s Kingdom. 

‘I believe the Lord is telling us in Arts in 
Mission that one of our ministries should 
be as ‘equippers’ and ‘enablers’ in the fields 
we each know best’. 


( A sense sublime of something far more deeply interfused’ 

Two Cheers for Secularism edited by Sidney Brichto and Richard Harries (Pilkington Press. ISBN 1-899-04416-7) 


‘A founder member of the Atheists for Christ 
Society’ is how John Mortimer, author and play- 
wright, whimsically describes his attitude to 
religion in his contribution to this interesting 
book which is edited by Rabbi Sidney Brichto, 
senior vice president of the Union of Liberal 
Progressive Synagogues, and the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford. 

The contributors include Frederick Raphael, 
author and presenter of a recent TV series on God; 
Rabbi Julia Neuberger; Karen Armstrong, once a 
Roman Catholic nun, now a writer and author of 
A History of God, and Clifford Longley, one-time 
Religious Affairs Correspondent of The Times, now 
columnist on The Tablet . 

Also included is HRH Crown Prince Hassan, a 
learned Islamic scholar, whose extraordinary cur- 
riculum vitae includes the facts that he is the 42nd 
direct descendant of the Prophet Muhammad, 
and a proficient helicopter pilot; and Professor 
Akbai^Ahmed, Fellow of Selwyn College, 
Cambridge and author of the successful book 
Living Islam, and a TV series of the same name. 
Professor Peter Clark, Professor of the History and 
Sociology of Religion at King’s College, London 
has an interesting chapter on new religions and 
the Millennium. 

But what, basically, is this book about? It is con- 
cerned with secularism, and to explain what this 
means, the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Anthony Russell, in a brilliant opening essay, does 
much to clarify the matter. ‘In popular usage,’ he 
writes, ‘the word ‘secular’ which is often used to 
describe contemporary society, carries a variety of 


meanings. For some it is a term of approval indi- 
cating that modern society has loosed itself from 
antique and irrational beliefs. For others it is a 
shorthand term for all that is wrong in modern 
society, its lack of morals and values’. 

The book turns on these two shades of meaning. 
Essential to an understanding of its theme is the 
point that secularism, in so far as it is thought by 
some to carry overtones of irreligion, is not to be 
disparaged or condemned as a major factor in the 
decline of formal religion. Oddly enough, that 
decline (which Bishop Anthony thinks may now 
be slowing down) has led to the emergence, world- 
wide, of not a few new and irrational religions, 
together with a large increase in that ugly off- 
shoot of intolerance - fundamentalism. 

Richard Harries, in a sparkling essay, develops the 
argument for what he called ‘The Moral Case 
against God’. ‘Most people who think seriously 
about God focus on the philosophical difficulties 
of belief,’ he says. But the most important objec- 
tions today are not of this nature: ‘What religion 
puts before people can strike them as morally 
crude or insensitive. On the other hand religion 
properly understood has an enchantment which 
motivates and inspires like nothing else.’ This is a 
piece of writing rich in those literary allusions 
which delight those who enjoy Bishop Richard 
both in print and on the air. Secularism then, 
may rate two cheers. But the book itself certainly 
rates three. 

William Purcell 

Writer and broadcaster William Purcell is a Canon 
Emeritus of Worcester Cathedral 


Behold I Stand at the 
Door and Knock 

I looked out 

to see if anyone was coming, 
and you were in the street, 
right at the end, and walking 
with head bent, 
as if it were blowing a gale 
out in the street. 

I looked out 

because I was cold and lonely, 
and being on my own 
it seemed not worth the 
bother to light a fire; 
it wouldn’t have helped: the 
chill was in my soul. 

You glanced up, 

and something made me 

notice 

(because I felt the same) 
that you could do with a 
friend, and a share of 
warmth, 

so I lit the fire and blew the 
hesitant flame. 

Then you knocked, 
waited for me to answer; 

I came and let you in. 

We will sit down, and look, 
and know each other, 
and when we go out the 
street will be full of people. 

From Streams in a Dry Land, by 
local writer Margaret Rutter 
(Arthur Stockwell, £2.99. ISBN 
0-7223-3161-4). 


Transient life in 
the churchyards 

BBONT has produced a pocket guide to 
the butterflies most commonly found 
in churchyards and cemeteries in the 
Diocese. These range from the common 
‘Large White’ to the more exotic ‘Large 
Skipper’ and ‘Speckled Wood’. 

The guide, Churchyard Butterflies Pocket 
Guide, is available free of charge by 
sending an SAE to BBONT Community 
Wildlife Project, 53 St Mary’s Street, 
Wallingford 0X10 0ER. 



Publish Your Book 


Pen Press 


New and 
established 
authors invited to 
f submit manuscripts. 1 
All subjects 
considered 


Church House 
(Dept DOOR), 
Portland Avenue, 
London N16 6HJ 

k Tel. No. 0171 607 0517 
Fax. No. 

0171 607 9099 

www.interreach.com/penpress 


Complete Service Under One Umbrella 


PAINTING 

HOLIDAY 

13-20 Sept 


North Cornish Coast 
tuition by professional 
artist, lovely 
accommodation, home 
cooking and wine. 

All abilities, beginners 
welcome 

(Water colours supplied) 

£195 per person 
Tel: 01189 
507097/ 785840 


Help us with the fight against cancer . . . 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer charity funding research, coun- 
selling and patient care. 

We need volunteers to help run our local charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to spare, please contact Tenovus on 
01222 621433 for more details. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


Research - Care - Counselling 


11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff 
CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No 1054015 


r " Fr. Raymond E. Brown, S.S. (RECORDED Feb. 98) * 




“The Beginnings of The Church" 6 Audio Cassettes (£20 incl) 


$ 


A profound in-depth look at the early Christian community using as the main 
source The Acts of Apostles and also other New Testament writings and other 
early sources. ‘Inspirational recordings ‘ 'Informative and refreshing ‘ 

Tel/Fax: 01244 538393 Welcome Recordings for Immediate Dispatch 
Cheques payable to Welcome Recordings: 
^^^^^^Uppei^stoi^lal^aneJDeeside^ale^H^ENI^^^ 


Praying Each ^ 
Day of the Year 

Nicholas Hutchinson FSC 
Praying Each Day . . . is a creative and 
inspiring resource which provides a 
challenging reflection and prayer for each 
day. Particularly helpful to busy teachers 
and chaplains in providing " daily acts of 
collective worship" for every day of the 
year. 

Praying Each Day . . . 

• imaginatively starts each day with either a 
story or the anniversary of an event or 
discovery. 

• is presented in a format which encourages 
the involvement of the young people 
themselves. 

• provides material for moveable feasts 

• contains appendices which give additional 
useful resources 

• is published in three volumes, each 
containing material for a four month period 

Price £5.95 (inc p&p per volume) 

Order from: 

Matthew James Publishing Ltd 
19 Wellington Close 
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2 EE 

Tel: 01245 347710 Fax 01245 347713 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, 
Biography, Children’s Stories, 
Poems, Fiction and First 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

I Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


r 


L. 


AUTHORS 
PUBLISH in '98 

A new ideal in Publishing. Our readers await your 
manuscript, prose or poetry. All submissions 
given serious consideration. 

For FREE evaluation please write: 

THE OLD MUSEUM PRESS 

(31) Braniber, Wet Sussex BN44 3WE 
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BIBLIOPHILE BOOKS 
5 Thomas Road, London E14 7BN 
Tel: 0171-515-9222 Fax: 0171 538 4115 

P&P - only £2.50 per order to UK Customers 
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Ask for FREE catalogue. No membership fee. 

Over 2000 titles in stock, mostly at half price or less. 

All books are up-market remainders or reprints in mint *_ 
condition, exactly as originally published. 

Subjects range from War, History, Biography, Nature, Erotica, 

Music, Computers to Collectables, Religion, p|ease a||ow 

Art and Architecture, Science and sometimes rare up to 28 days 
and signed editions, for delivery 

(UK) 
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L.P.M.A. HOMES - A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 


Our homes offer top class facilities in a 
Christian environment with a wide range of eli-. 
gibility for residence. More information about 
any of these homes may be found by contacting 
the homes direct. We have homes at: 

GRANGE OVER SANDS 

Westerley, The Esplanade, Grange over Sands, Cumbria 
LA11 7HH. Tel. 01539 532408. The home is situated on the 
Esplanade overlooking beautiful Morecambe Bay. Local 
amenities: There is a small shopping area to the rear of the 
building vChich can serve most of the residents’ personal 
needs. The church is in this shopping area - only five minutes’ 
walk from the home. A good bus service offers residents the 
opportunity to travel further afield and there are many beauti- 
ful walks. 

WE STCLIFFQN SEA 

Westerley, 1 Winton Avenue, Westcliff on Sea, Essex SSO 
7QU. Tel. 01702 349209. The home is situated about 250 
yards from the Cliff Gardens which overlook the River 
Thames estuary and the county of Kent. Local amenities: An 
active theatre is situated across the road from the home and 
the area offers all the facilities of a seaside resort. There is a 
good bus and train service to Southend-on-Sea which has a 
modern, pedestrianised shopping centre. 

MINEHE AP 

Westerley, King Edward Road, Minehead, Somerset TA24 
5JB. Td. 01643 702066. The home is situated just off the 
main road which runs into the town centre, about half a mile 
away. It is about 10 minutes walk from the home to the sea. 
Local amenities: The home is close to the beautiful Quantock 
Hills and the town is served by a country bus service and the 
West Somerset Private Railway. Private coaches run frequent 
trips to towns and villages in the West Country. 

WOODHALL SPA 

Westerley, The Broadway, Woodhall Spa, Lines LH10 
6SQ. Tel. 01526 352231. The home is situated on the tree 



Alzheimer's Research Trust 


Livanos House 
Granhani's Road, 

Cambridge CB2 5LQ 
Tel: 01223 843899 

Alzheimer's disease is the single most common illness in the UK, 
with over 600,000 sulTerers, and it is destined to increase hugely with 
our ageing population. It has been described as a "living death", 
causing the gradual loss of memory, thinking and personality. There 
is no cure or effective treatment, and it can affect anyone. 
Research is the only hope but is severely underfunded. The 
Alzheimer's Research Trust is dedicated to raising funds for more 
research nationally - we urgently need your help. 

Please send a donation, or ask for a Legacy or Deed of Covenant 
form (quote C) 

Registered charity 1013886 


lined main road leading through Woodhall Spa about one third 
of a mile from the village centre. Local amenities: Woodhall 
Spa is a large, delightful village on the southern edge of the 
Lincolnshire Wolds. It is built in and surrounded by trees which 
shelter it from east coast winds. Woodhall Spa is midway 
between Lincoln, Boston and the Lincolnshire coastal resorts. 
RICK M A N S WQ RTH 

Westerley, Chorleywood Close, Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG. Tel. 01923 775789. The home is situated just off 
the main road leading to Amersham and is within a short walk 
of the centre of the old town of Rickmansworth from which 
there is a direct rail link to London. Local amenities: 
Rickmansworth offers easy access to Watford and London, a 
good local theatre, a large variety of shops. The home is close 
to the Grand Union Canal, Rivers Colne, Gade and Chess and 
the local Aquadrome, which includes lakes and a nature 
reserve - all within about a mile from the home and providing 
some interesting and scenic walks. 

For more details about LPMA Homes, telephone 01923 775856 

ORGANIC FOOD HOME 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

An organic food home shopping service has just started, 
supplying customers' orders from a catalogue of over 
1 ,500 items. 

The products include meat from Church of England 
owned Eastbrook Farm, vegetables and much more 
from baby food to wine. Delivery is free and there is no 
minimum order level. 

All products are organically produced, free from irra- 
diation and genetic modification. Eleanor Free from 
Purely Organic said: "Organic food offers a safe alterna- 
tive to the dangers of modem food. The average family 
needs to spend between £5 and £12 per week to eat 
organic food. A small price to pay for tastier safer food. 
Modern methods have dramatically effected the food we 
eat. For example organically produced meat shrinks by 
10 per cent when cooked whereas intensively produced 
meat shrinks by 30 per cent. To find out more call 01380 
726199. 



KNEE WARMERS 


THE BEST OF THERMAL KNEE PADS 
THAT REDUCE KNEE PAIN AND 
ALLOW YOU OUT IN THE 
COLD AND DAMP 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

TEL: 01581 400646 6pm-8pm 

OR SEND CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER TO 
KO-PHEE INNOVATIONS 
I B DUNRAGIT HOUSE, DUNRAGIT, 
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY DG9 8PH 

. ONLY £9.80 PER PAIR PLUS £2.20 p.p. , 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 




37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


IN SEARCH OF THE 
REAL-LIFE UPSTAIRS, 
DOWNSTAIRS 

The search is on for women who worked in 


CARING 

CARERS 

Do you need a little help or care in 
the comfort of your own home? 
We provide to the elderly or 
disabled - 

* Homecare * Respite Care 

* Domestic work and Meals 

prepared 

Tel: (01295) 

710104 or 273190 


IF SITTING DOWN IS A 
SORE POINT . . .! 


Try the amazing Triple-C Coccyx Comfort Cushion 

COMBINED SEAT 
CUSHION & BACK 
REST WITH CUT- 
OUTS TO ALLOW 
YOUR TAILBONE TO 
'FLOAT IN SPACE 


Cheques lor £29.95 to: 
Northern Back Care, 
17 Alexandria Drive, 
SI Annes-on-Sea, 
Lancashire FY8 1 JF 


• Tel: 01253 724902 • 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 




Dense 'Ripple Foam' in a 
blue polyester cover 


domestic service in the '20s and '30s to tell their 
stories of "life below stairs." 

The City of Westminster Archives Centre is 
launching .its first ever audio recording 
focussing on the experiences of parlour maids, 
cooks and scullery maids who helped to run the 
grand houses of Westminster between the two 
World Wars. 

Though much has been written and 
programmes made about the lives of domestic 
servants, this study gives them the opportunity 
to speak for themselves. . 

If you worked in domestic service, or know of 
anyone who did and would like to take part in 
this pilot project, contact John Sargent at the 
Archives Centre on 0171 641 2180. 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER 

10 ST. ANN'S ST. 

LONDON SW1P2XR 



"CURING ARTHRITIS 
THE DRUG FREE WAY" 

by MARGARET HILLS, S.R.N. 

The best selling account of the author's 
personal battle against this crippling 
condition - and how the natural approach 
has left her pain free for the last 30 years. 

For free details, send S.A.E. to: 

Margaret Hills, S.R.N. 

1 Oaks Precinct, Caesar Road 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1DP 


'Pcotelcf Onytutic 

HOME DELIVERY 
OF 

ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

Be sure of what you eat and help 
take care of the environment. 

There is no charge for delivery. 

The price you pay is the same as 
if you had purchased from our 
suppliers yourself. 

Call Eleanor for our 
free catalogue 

“Pcciettf, OtycuUc 

01380 730011 



langston $rtoty 


DUAL REGISTERED 
RESIDENTIAL AND NURSING 
HOME 

Proprietor: Mr. R. L. Burden, B.Sc. 
Qualified Staff with 24 hour care 
Pleasant Rooms for Single Occupancy 
or for Married Couples 
Lift * Call Bells * En Suites 
Comfortable Rooms at Sensible Prices 

STATION ROAD, 
KINGHAM, OXON 
NEAR STOW-ON-THE-WOLD 
(01608) 658233 




IF YOU'RE BUND 
A RADIO MEANS 

,HE WORLD 


Since 1928, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has provided nearly 750,000 
radios to UK-registered blind people in need. A specially adapted set costs just 
£50, yet it brings a lifetime of companionship to someone who is blind and lonely. 
Many blind people are still in need, please help with a donation to the: 

BRITISH WIRELESS FOR THE BLIND FUND 

Department WP1, FREEPOST, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Telephone: 01634 832501 Fax 01634 817485 E-Mail: Lin@blind.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 211849 


PLEASE MAKE OUR 70th ANNIVERSARY YEAR BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY 


r I would like to help make blindness less lonely. I enclose a donation of: 
I £ 1 00 □ £50 □ Enables us to provide a radio cassette recorder 

| £25 □ £ 1 0 Q] Other £ Signature: 

■ Please charge my Debit/Credit card 


| Name 


Address 


Expiry date 


Postcode 





DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOW ROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAI), (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 



WALKING AIDS BATHLIFT STAIRLIFT 


PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Hntqttatt M Nursing Nnmr 

►mall, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Ickntefd Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

West Street, Buckingham 

lamihon House is an extremely comfortable, well equipped 
and spacious Home providing respite, convalescent 
and long term care. 

The Home, which is located in the heart of Buckingham, 
enjoys many benefits including highly qualified and 
caring staff, full-time 

Activities Organiser, regular outings, Medical Officer cover 
and sophisticated security. 

To arrange a viewing, or for our comprehensive brochure, 
please contact Mrs Wickham . 

Telephone: Buckingham (01280) 813414 


ILZHEIMEarS DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
anquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^ MIDI NGTON Near Banbury 

5R)USH Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


rOU NEED A DIABETIC BRACELET 

Silver colour only. Ladies & Gents, @ £4.00; 
with name & address £4.25. 

SUPERIOR QUALITY BRACELET 
.(Silver colour only) £6.75; with name & address £7.00. 
SAE & CWO please. 

Also available SOS Talisman, Spare strips available 
Bracelets and Necklets 
SAE for details 

Golden Key Co, 1 Hare Street, 
Sheerness, Kent ME12 1AH 
Tel: Sheemess (01795) 663403 



FIGHTING CHRONIC BONE DISEASE 

aget's disease is a little known painful, disabling bone 
lisease affecting approximately 1 million people in the 
Jnited Kingdom. The National Association for the Relief 
if Paget's Disease was founded and registered as a charity 
n 1973. It aims to support sufferers, sponsor research and 
aise awareness about Paget's disease among both the 
nedical profession and the public, 
f you would like information about the NARPD, or 
yould like to support its work, please 
ontact: 

JARPD, 

Church Road, Eccles, Manchester M30 0DL s| 
el. No. 0161 707 9225 

he N.A.R.P.D. is a registered charity No 266071 
ffering support to sufferers of Paget's Disease. 
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S.O.H.A. LIFELINE ALARM SERVICE 


THE Lifeline alarm service helps elderly and disabled people 
who would like to continue to enjoy an independent life. They can 
be reassured that if they get into difficulty there is someone to 
call upon 24 hours of the day. 

You may be concerned about how well you would cope if either you or your partner got 
into difficulty or had a fall. Being able to call for help, whenever you need can give you 
the continued comfort and independence of your own home. 

Many elderly and disabled people are continu- provide reassurance and quickly arrange the most 


ing to enjoy an independent life in their own home 
due to South Oxfordshire Housing Association 
Lifeline Alarm Service. 

The SOHA Lifeline alarm is connected into a 
standard BT phone socket and provides a 24 hour 
link to a team of friendly trianed operators at a 
control centre. By just pressing the remote alarm 
button, which can be worn discreetly on a neck- 
lace or wrist strap, you can talk to the operators 
anywhere within your home. These operators can 
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Mutual Aid Homes 


CALLING ALL 
PREACHERS! 

Our Mutual Aid Homes are now able to 
offer long and short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or accredited lay 
preachers of all Christian denominations, 
and their spouses or dependants. 

We have homes in delightful surroundings 
at Grange-over-Sands, Minehead, 
Westcliff-on-Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are committed to 
maintaining a Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly acclaimed and 
our charges compare favourably with any 
other home in the private sector. 

Mutual Aid Homes can now take 
applications from Lay readers (and their 
dependants) of the Church of England. 

Further information may be obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 

Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 

Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 


he SOHA Lifeline Alarm Service helps 
dderly and disabled people who would like 
d continue to enjoy an independent life. 

he Lifeline unit offers 

SECURITY - 24 hour helpline 

SAFETY - Trained*and friendly 
Operators 

INDEPENDENCE - The remote alarm 
can be used any where in your home 
ACTION - Help and reassurance will be 
given - even in a false alarm 
LOW COST - SOHA offer this service 
at a very competitive rate 

or more information please contact 
Caroline Radford on 
el: 01235 515972 
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SEARCH 


24 Portview Road 
Avonmouth 
Bristol BS11 9LD 
Phone: 0273 824060 

People are often surprised to learn that 
there are charities that will only help them 
if they are living at home and are not in 
care. The arrangements you made for 
your retirement can break down after 
twenty years or so and life can get very 
difficult indeed. 

Charity Search advises elderly people in 
genuine financial difficulty, linking them 
with established charities that might help 
them. 

If you know of anyone we might help 
please put them in touch with us. Charity 
help does not affect income support. It is 
not, in any case, necessary to be on 
income support to find charitable help - 
people on small personal pensions can be 
poorer than those on income support. 

Please contact us. Our advice is free. 

Reg. Charity No. 299939 


appropriate assistance. 

SOHA is a non profit organisation and provides 
this service at the lowest possible price. The 
Lifeline alarm service give people the security, 
safety and confidence to stay in the comfort of 
their own home. 

Mr and Mrs Denton have had a Lifeline alarm 
for over 5 years and found it essential for them to 




0 The Lifeline alarm is connected to a stan- 
dard BT phone socket and works by just press- 
ing the alarm button which can be worn dis- 
creetly on a necklace or wrist strap. 


0 Many elderly and disabled people are 

continuing life in their own home 

continue to enjoy an independent life in their own 

home. 

"We have used the alarm on several occasions, 
the operators have always been extremely helpful 
even in a false alarm," Mr Denton told me. Mrs 
Denton has even found other uses for the alarm. "I 
can answer the phone without lifting up the receiv- 
er and talk to the caller in another room." 

The Lifeline alarm is connected to a standard 
BT phone socket and works by just pressing the 
alarm button which can be worn discreetly on a 
necklace or wrist strap. Trained, experienced oper- 
ators working at a control centre will know via 
computers who you are and where you live to pro- 
vide instant reassurance and arrange appropriate 
assistance. 

The Lifeline is provided at the best possible 
rates with no hidden extras. To find out more 
please call Caroline Radford on 01235 515972. 



Su p er Calcium & Magnesium 

The com p lete su pp lement for skeletal su pport 

Containing: Calcium citrate & chelate / Magnesium / Zinc / 

Manganese / Boron / Vitamins D & K / Horsetail Herb 

Only 20-30% of Calcium from food is actually absorbed 
8 out of 10 women need more Calcium 
Magnesium must be present for Calcium to be absorbed 
The average diet does not provide sufficient Magnesium 

Calcium and Magnesium compete for absorption. If one is greater than the other absorption is 
decreased 

An equal ratio of Calcium & Magnesium ensures a correct balance is obtained 
Zinc also competes for absorption. Excessive Calcium can deplete the body’s supply of Zinc 
Manganese is an important co-factor with Magnesium. A high Calcium intake decreases 
Manganese absorption 

Boron helps reduce excretion of Calcium and Magnesium from the bones 
Vitamin D is essential for Calcium metabolism 

Vitamin K has been reported to increase bone density. Deficiencies have been linked as a risk 
factor for developing osteoporosis 

Horsetail Herb is rich in Silica which stimulates the building of bone tissue. 

Sold in good health food shops. 

For further information contact: 

Kordel Healthcare Ltd., York House, York Street, Bradford BD8 0HR 
Telephone: 01274 488511 


Could you offer a 
home-from-home? 
We are urgently looking 
for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education experts Gabbitas 
have been providing high quality guardianship ser- 
vices for overseas students from 8 to 18 years of age 
attending boarding schools in the UK. We are current- 
ly looking for some local families who would be able 
to take an overseas student who is at school here and a 
long way from home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a 
home-from-home to an overseas student. Could you 
give support, encouragement and friendship? Would 
you enjoy attending school events featuring your stu- 
dent and liaising with school staff over arrangement 
for half-term and extra weekends? Most of all, are you 
and your family able to provide a safe and secure 
break from school and be flexible enough to become a 
second family to one of our students? 

To discuss the possiblity of becoming a guardian, 
please phone Jill Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or 
any member of her team, during office house 
GABBITAS (Educational Consultants) 
126-130 Regent Street, London WIR 6EE 
Tel: 0171 734 0161. Fax: 0171 437 1764 



PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

(Registered Charity 207454) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossesed. 

Since 1860 we have been helping people find a way 
back to settled living through access to 
acccommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us continue this 
work. Donations and enquiries to: 

Sister Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, 

Ixmdon El 6K1Q 
Tel. 0171 375 0020 


/ enclose a donation for your work. 

Please debit my Mastercard Q Visa Q 
CharityCard Q (tick) 

Expirty Date Amount £ 

Date: 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 
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Three great Gift Days 


What do you get when you put 
together three hundred chil- 
dren, a Bertie, lots of sticky 
stars, glue, paint, footballs, 
hockey sticks, orange squash, 
basketball players and an 
Olympic torch? Yes, this year’s 
Children’s Gift Days had all of 
this and a whole lot more. 
Children from across the 
Diocese came together on 
three Saturdays to join in Going 
for Gold.The children who had 
been learning about disability, 
sport and raising money for 
specially adapted sports wheel- 
chairs for children, joined in a 
triathlon of events including a 
craft workshop, ‘Have a go’ 
sport and watch-a-sport.The 
craft included designing and 
painting wheeltrims for wheel- 
chairs as well as designing foot- 


ball strips. At each of the days in 
true Olympic style the Olympic 
torch was lit and then passed on 
to the next day, by Bertie, our 
Going for Gold logo. He was a 
real hit with the children. Each 
day ended with an act of 
worship attended by the Area 
Bishop. During the service 
prayers were led by the children 
using the symbol of the five 
Olympic rings and candles.The 
money raised by the children 
for the National Wheelchair 
Sports Foundation was 
collected during the service and 
the present total stands at 
£5, 597. With money still coming 
we can see that both children 
and their leaders have been 
truly Going for Gold! 

Jenny Hyson, 

Children's Advisor 
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Six teenagers (pictured) from All Saints's Church, Marcham lea> 
for Zimbabwe on August 1 1 to spend three weeks living and 
working among 130 child victims of the Mozambican civil war. 
‘We shall be living in traditional African homes and leading 
a wide range of activities including a Christian holiday club, 
sports coaching and language development’ says their Vicar, 
Robin Lapwood who is going too. The expedition is being led by 
Elizabeth Clifton, the church’s full-time youth worker, the UK 
Representative of the Vila Maninga charity which supports the 
orphanages where the children live. Left to right are: Joe Evans, 
Ben Jack, Andy Bell, Nicky Simmons, Katy Smith, and Amy 
Croasdale.Also going is an adult church member, Chris Ricketfc 


Marcham youth group 
are off to Zimbabawe 


What could you do in 21 weeks? 


Get k> university entrance standard? Leam to run a communiy business? 
Start taking control o( your future? 

Are you over 23? Have you missed out on education and training? Do 
you want to discover you true potential? If you have the commitment to 
complete an accelerated Access course in either Social Science or 
Business Studes, then the 

Certificate in Policy Studies 

could be your answer. 

this intensive residential programme is funded by government grants and 
is delvered in a supportive environment away from the detractions of 
everyday ife. 

For further information, contact David Dean (tel: 01509 857215) or Joy 
McDonnel (tel: 01509 857218) at the Cooperative College, Stanford Hal, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire LE125QR. 


mission 

Mission Possible is an inter-denominational mission 
network under the funding of the Missions Brethren Fund. 
As a newly-founded organisation we are seeking 
volunteers to undertake the running of a Mission Possible 
in your area. 

The Missions Brethren Fund will supply all operational 
material, the bulk of funding and in all cases mission 
premises. 

For further information send th hr advert to 
MISSION POSSIBLE, 35 WINDSOR AVENUE 
CUFTONVILLE, MARGATE, KENT CT9 2NE 

Name 

Address 


Rev Simon Woodbine - 01253 316534 
Contact: Alan Hatton - 01843 226235 


Tastefully furnished, 3 bedroom bungalow 
in historic MALACCA, MALAYSIA 
£295 pw - Tel: 01564 772330 


ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, CHIEVELEY 

requires 

ORGANIST • 

CHOIR LEADER 

Choir practice and one Service weekly. 
Experienced adult choir. 

Further information from: 

Canon Colin Scott-Dempster 01635 248341 
Chleveley Vicarage, Newbury, 

Berkshire RG20 BUT 


CZozinselling Courses 

Tutor supported distance learning ivith 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCTPCT) 
(University accredited 
with CATS points) 

Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 

Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 
Catalogue Available on request 
Call for your Free Prospectus: 

0141 204 2230 

Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08D1 
Glasgow G1 4BR no stamp required 


P R Productions 
THAMES VALLEY TELEVISION 

16 Farm Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 112 

% • • • • • 

Top quality video productions designed 
to suit your budget 


★ Education ★ Training ★ Business 
★ Sport ★ Weddings & Theatre 

Tel/ Fax: 01 235 525184 


OPEN 

GARDENS 

HORNTON, NR BANBURY 

(EV AID OF VILLAGE CHURCH REPAIR 
FUND) 

Several gardens in Homton Village 
will be open to the public on 

SUNDAY 

JULY 19th 2-6pm 

• CAR PARKING AVAILABLE • 

TEAS SERVED 
Admision to all gardens £2.50 
For more details telephone 

01295 670304 


FISHGUARD , 

MUSIC FESTIVAL 


4 

tRR Start the week listening to: 

BACH and BEETHOVEN in St Davids Cathedral, 
Pembrokshire with the John S. Davies Singers 
& London Mozart Players • 

cond. John S. Davies • Kerrie Sheppard * Penelope Walker * 
Andrew Yeats * Jeremy Huw Williams 
and then the 

BBC National Orchestra of Wales cond Tadaaki Otaka* 
London Mozart Players Chamber Ensemble • 

Vellinger String Quartet * The Lightfingered Gentry * 
Solomon Ensemble * The Temperance Seven * 

Martin Roscoe pianist - in - residence * 

Evelyn Glennie * Emma Johnson 
» * Winner of the Young Welsh Singers Competition 

details Festival Office, Fishguard SA65 9BJ Tel/ Fax: 01348 873612 


1SLIP CHURCH 

needs an ORGANIST 

(possibly with occasional Choir Director) 

Services: Rite B. Matins, or Family Service 
10.30am - each Sunday, substitutes may be available if needed 

Please contact The Rector, Richard Sturch on 

(01865) 372163 


St Agnes' with St Pauls, 
Reading 

FULL-TIME YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN'S WORKER 

We are a large, lively, UPA parish on the edge 
Reading, looking for a self-motivated and energf 
person to join the staff team. You will hi 
responsibility for oversight of youth and childre 
work, with scope for involvement in other areas 
church life. 

Free board and accommodation provided with 
personal allowance plus expenses. Minimum of 1 y< 
extendable as mutually agreed. 

Contact Rev Richard Cowen on 
0118 987 4448 for more details . 


Train in Nursing Home & 
Residential Nursing Homes 

Train for Care Assistant & Nursing Auxillai 

* Gain a career in five consecutive da 
or in just two weeks 

* Gain a lifetime career! 

You could gain a lifetime career. Don’t rr 
your opportunity, limited spaces availabl 
Come and talk to Rachel. 

If already working in this profession upd 
your grade to an NVQ. 

Call now! U.N.T.A. on 

0181 677 8080 
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JESUS IS ALIVE IN 
WOKINGHAM! 


Revival, a group of 70- 
120 teenagers from the 
Wokingham area, which 
meets every month for a 
lively worship session, 
has organised an open 
air event on Sunday July 
19 at 3pm on the Green 
in Street Lane, 
Shindlesham. Everyone 
is invited. Music will be 
provided by Revival and 
the band from 
Bracknell’s Eternity 
youth church. 

‘We hope our friends 
will see that we are ordi- 
nary people who have 



got really excited by 
Jesus,’ says musician 
and Revival member, 
Tim Burdon (above). 


Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
Spm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am 
datins, 7.35am Holy Communion, 
Spm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
: east Days 5.35pm Said Evensong 
ind 6pm Sung Eucharist). 

|ULY 

Ved 1 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral summer lectures 5pm in 
he Priory Room. The School of the 
•motions w Canon Oliver 
)’Donovan. Evensong 6pm. 
fri 3 OXFORD Concert St Mary 
Magdalen Church 7.45pm with 
Vbbotsleigh School, Sydney. Tickets 
!5 (£3.50) from Blackwells 01865 
161384 or at the door. 

Sat 4 OXFORD Concert St Mary 
dagdalen Church 7.45pm Lord 
Villiams’s Festival Chorus perform 
hrates of Penzance. Tickets £6.50 
£4.50). from Blackwells 01865 
'.61384 or at the door. 

Sat 4 WEXHAM 12-hour service of 
lymns, songs, music, poetry and 
neditations at St Mary’s 8am-8pm 
effecting the broad nature of 
Christian worship. Refreshments all 
lay. Sponsors/donations for church 
estoration much appreciated. 
)etails Sue Edwards 01753 527410 
>r George Farmer 01753 523852. 
at 4 - Sun 5 WOOTTON-BV-WOOD- 
TOCK Flower Festival at St Mary’s 
Church and 14 gardens open; exhi- 
tition arts and crafts; teas and plant 
tails. Admission £2 for both days, 
at 10am-6pm Sun: 11.30am-6pm. 
at 4 EASTHAMPSTEAD Green and 
Sold Fete with South Berks Youth 
Irass. Details 01344 425205. 
at 4 - Sun 5 FREELAND St Mary the 
r irgin Flower Festival. Sat 10am- 
pm. Sun 12-6pm with Songs of 
raise at 6pm. Refreshments, 
un 5 OXFORD Halmstad Vokal 
nsemble from Sweden 8pm at St 
amabas’ Church. Free admission, 
un 5 MAIDENHEAD Open day at 
dl Saints Church, a unique 
’ictorian bldg in neo-gothic style, 
esigned by George Edmund Street, 
ihurch open 11.30am-6pm. Choral 
vensong 6pm. 

Ion 6 OXFORD Halmstad Vocal 
nsemble from Sweden conducted 
y their founder Goran Persson 8pm 
t St Giles’ Church (in fork of 
anbury ana Woodstock roads). Free 
dmission. Details 01865 372498. 

Ion 6 CAVERSHAM Guild of 
ervants of the Sanctuary, meeting 
ruild Office, St Peter’s 8pm. Contact 
•avid Gillman 0118 9598102. 


Sunday Breakfast 

Your local religious pro- 
gramme for Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire from BBC 
Thames Valley FM (95.2 and 
104.1FM). Join Hedley Feast 
every Sunday morning from 
6-9am for local religious 
views, church news and 
your favourite hymns. 


Mon 6 - Wed 8 OXFORD OCIC 
(Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling) Fourth Biennial 
National Conference on exploring 
the pastoral care of families at Plater 
College. Write to OCIC 98. Cowley 
Methodist Church, Jeune Street, 
Oxford OX4 1BN. 

Mon 6 - Fri 10 HARNHILL Quiet 
week w Revd Laurie Denny. Details 
The Harnhill Centre. Harnhill 
Manor, Cirencester, Glos GL7 5PX. 
Tel: 01285 850283. 

Tue 7 BANBURY Fr David Jones OP 
to talk onEuthaniasia. Banbury LIFE 
group 7.30pm at St John’s Rooms, 
Dashwood Rd. Details: 01295 720627. 
Wed 8 OXFORD Annual General 
Meeting of the Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews 7.30pm with 
talk by Revd Marcus Braybrooke at 
8pm - Has Christian/Jewish Dialogue 
reached an Impasse? At St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd. Details Elaine 
Kaye 01865 553917. 

Wed 8 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral summer lectures 5pm in 
the Priory Room. The healing values 
of lament metaphors in the psalms 
w Professor Hugh Williamson. 

Wed 8 TILEHURST St Mary 
Magdalen summer concert with 
Reading Concert Singers 7.30pm. 
Bach Peasant Cantata. £4/£3.50. 
Refreshments. Tel: 0118 942 5290. 

Fri 10 PLASTOW GREEN nr 
Thatcham. Home and garden open 
for Quiet Day 10am-4pm. Optional 
talk. Private bookings also welcome. 
Contact Ken and Trish Neeves 01635 
268583 or 0118 9713455. 

Fri 10 - Sun 19 ADDERBURY Flower, 
arts and music festival at St Mary’s 
Church and village. Events include 
Sat, Sun and Mon: Flower festival 
10am-6pm. Sat 4-10pm street cele- 
brations. Mon 6.30 New College 
Choir. Evensong and recital. Wed 
7.30pm Theatre Roundabout in 
‘Shadowlands’. Fri 7.45pm Schubert 
Ensemble. Sat 2pm duck racing and 
teddy parachuting. Sun 7.45pm 
Aderbury Ensemble. Details and 
tickets 01295 810309. 

Fri 10 - Sat 11 WHITE WALTHAM 
Country Fayre at the Orchard, 
Waltham Place. Fri: wine and cheese 
evening for opening of art exhibi- 
tion 7-10pm. Admission by ticket 
(£5) only. Sat: The Fayre 10am-5pm. 
Admission 50p. Tombola, morris 
dancing, plants, animals, Salvation 
Army. Picnic concert area opens 
6pm for 7-10pm. The Cox Green 
Concert band andjazz orchestra. 
Tickets £5 (children under 5 £2.50). . 
Details: 01628 638569/01628 638546. 
Fri 10 - Sun 12 EAST HENDRED 
Flower festival at St Augustine’s 
Church. Fri 2-6pm. Sat 10am-12pm 
and 2-5pm with concert 7.30pm. 
Sun 2-5pm with ecumenical service 
6pm. Teas and coffee every day. 

Sat 11 CHARNEY BASSETT Church 
fete at Charney Manor 2pm. Silver 
band, entertainment etc. Details: 
01235 868461. 

Sat 11 DORCHESTER Mothers’ 
Union family fun day at Dorchester 
Abbey llam-3pm. Meet MU’s guests 
from Africa. Admission free. Take 
picnic. Worship 2.15pm. Details: 


Primrose Gallimore 01525 240302. 
Sat 11 WENDOVER City of London 
Sinfonia at St Mary’s 8pm. Tickets 
£8/7. Tel: 01296 486009. 

Sat 11 WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN 
Strawberry Fayre 3pm at St Mary’s 
Church. 

Sat 11 - Sun 12 LEWKNOR The 
Collegiate Choir will sing at St 
Margaret’s Church 7.30pm Sat and 
10.30am Sunday (during Eucharist). 
Tickets for Saturday night concert 
£5 (cone £3) on the door. 

Sat 11 - Sun 12 SWERFORD nr 
Chipping Norton. Open village week- 
end 2-6pm: gardens, teas, crafts, 
stalls. Covered wagon trips with 
shire horses (Sunday only) Hook 
Norton Silver Band Sat 2.30-4.30pm. 
Organ recital by Ray Bentley Sunday 
2.30pm. Admission £3, children 
free. Details 01608 737823. 

Mon 13 MILTON KEYNES Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, Bishop John 
Spong (Newark, New Jersey) speak- 
ing on A Living Faith for the Third 
Millennium. 7.30pm. Details Revd 
David Moore 01908 237777. 

Thu 16 LONDON A Service of 
Celebration and Thanksgiving with 
the Church of the Province of 
Southern Africa at which the 
Archbishop of Cape Town will 
preach. 5pm (doors open 4.30pm) at 
St Martins-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar 
Square. Seating by tickets only: send 
SAE to Connie Shaw, 16 Lawkland, 
Farnham Royale, Slough SL2 3 AN. 

Sat 18 HAMBLEDEN Concert by the 
Fibonacci Sequence at St Mary’s 
7.30pm. Tickets £7.50/children £3 
from Hambleden Stores or Mrs C 
Allen, Hamblebrook House Tel 01491 
574652 or on the door. 

Sat 18 HIGHMOOR HALL Open Day 
2-6pm. Entrance £2 (children free). 
Gardens open in support of National 
Gardens Scheme. Exhibition and 


sale of arts and crafts; teas; plant 
stall (proceeds to Tearfund). 

Sat 18 STRATTON AUDLEY AGM of 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churchs 
Trust with visits to Chetwode and 
Cottisford churches. Details: 
Richard Lethbridge 01993 824196. 
Sat 18 MILTON KEYNES Garden fete 
at Broughton Rectory, London Rd 
2pm. Entrance 50p. Opening cere- 
mony 2.30pm by Kathy Staff (Norah 
Batty). Tombola, raffle, games, stalls, 
refreshments. Details 01908 665561. 
Sat 18 TILEHURST St Mary Magdalen 
Flower Festival and Gift day 10am- 
4pm. Displays, music and 
refreshments. Tel: 0118 942 7850. 

Sat 18 READING Grand Organ 
Concert by Nigel Ogden of BBC 
Radio 2’s The Organist Entertains. St 
Mark’s Church 7pm. Tickets and 
Barrie Newby 0118 958 9272. 

Sun 19 HORNTON nr Banbury. 
Gardens open 2-6pm. Admission to 
all gardens £2.50. Teas in one gar- 
den. Details: 01295 670304. 

Sat 18 STANWELL MOOR nr Staines. 
Open day at The Willows, Whatmore 
Close 10am-6pm with organ/harpsi- 
chord recitals, bring and buy, cakes, 
preserves, plants. crafts. 
Ploughman’s lunches from 12pm. 
Raising funds for local churches. . 
Wed 22 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral summer lectures 5pm in 
the Priory Room. John Calvin and 
the Psalms w Canon John Webster. 
Fri 24 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 24 - Sun 26 FINCHAMPSEAD 
Flower Festival at St James’. Sat: 
church open 2pm with mini fete, 
patronal service 5pm. Sun: church 
open 2pm with cream teas, organ 
recital 5pm, Evensong 6.30pm. 


Sat 25 OXFORD Concert St Mary 
Magdalen Church 7.45pm with the 
Holst Singers. Tickets £10 (£6). 

Sat 25 - Sun 26 THORNBOROUGH nr 
Buckingham. Open Gardens 
Weekend 2-6pm and displays of 
Thornborough Past and teas in the 
Village Hall. 

Sat 25- Sun 26 ASTON ABBOTTS 
Festival. Sat church open 2pm with 
stalls and teas. Sun church open 2- 
5pm stalls teas. Songs of Praise 6pm. 
Sat 25 - Sat 8 Aug WOKINGHAM Art 
exhibition in St Paul’s Parish Rooms. 
Open every day 10am-5pm and 8pm 
on Thursdays. Free. Refreshments 
10am-12pm and 2-4pm. 

Mon 27 - Sat 1 August OXFORD 
Summer school - 30 workshops - cre- 
ative skills communicated with 
enthusiasm and good humour. 
Details Richard Speed 01367 710593. 
http:/www.pugwash.com.oss98 
Wed 29 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral summer lectures 5pm in 
the Priory Room. The Pilgrim Psalms 
w Canon Martin Peirce. 

AUGUST 

Sat 1 - Mon 3 CHIEVELEY Flower 
Festival. Church open: Sat 10am- 
6pm, Sun llam-5.30pm with 
Festival Evensong 6.30pm. Mon 
10am-5pm. Art exhibition, bell ring- 
ing; ploughman’s lunches in 
vicarage garden. 

Sat 1 OXFORD Lillian Boutt£ and 
the Thomas L’Etienne Trio perform 
‘Ain’t That Just Like a Woman’ at 
the Jaqueline du Pre Music Room, St 
Hilda’s College 7.30pm. Tickets £10 
from Oxford Playhouse 01865 
798600. and Blackwells Music Shop. 
Holywell St 01865 261384. 

Wed 5 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral summer lectures 5pm in 
the Priory Room, the way of holi- 
ness: Fr Richard Benson and psalm 
119. w Canon Robert Jeffrey. . 
Evensong 6pm. 

Mon 17 - Fri 21 OXFORD Summer 
school for clergy at Wycliffe Hall: 
The impact of the resurrection for 
the Church and world today. 
Lecturers include the Very Revd 
Tom Wright, Dean of Lichfield; 
Professor Olav Skjevesland of the 
Norwegian Lutheran School of 
Theology; Rt Revd Manu Rumalshah, 
Bishop of Peshawar, Pakistan; Canon 
Michael Green. Conference fees £75. 
Details 01865 274200; Wycliffe Hall, 
54 Banbury Rd, Oxford OX2 6PW. E- 
mail: 0ss98@pugwash.com or web 
site: http://wycliffe.ac.ox.uk 
Fri 21 Sun 23 HARNHILL 
Refreshment weekend ‘Closer to the 
Heart of God’ led by Marilyn Baker. 
Details The Harnhill Centre. 
Harnhill Manor, Cirencester, Glos 
GL7 5PX. Tel: 01285 850283. 

Sat 22 HAMBLEDEN Concert by the 
Orchestra of the Swan in the Church 
of St Mary the Virgin 7.30pm. 
Tickets £7.50 from 01491 574652. 

Mon 24 - Fri 28 NORTHWOOD Music 
and worship summer school at the 
London Bible College. Details Dept 
of Music and Worship, London Bible 
College, Green lane. Northwood 
HA6 2UW. tel: 01923 826061. E-mail: 


lbcmusic@btinternet.com 
Mon 24 - Fri 28 HARNHILL 
Refreshment week ‘Walking with 
the Saviour’ led by Marilyn Baker. 
Details The Harnhill Centre, 
Harnhill Manor, Cirencester, Glos 
GL7 5PX. Tel: 01285 850283. 

Fri 28 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 28 - Mon 31 WOBURN Festival of 
Flowers at St Mary’s Church. Fri, Sat 
and Mon 10am-6pm. Sun 11.30am- 
5pm with services at 9.30am and 
6pm. Cream teas, plants. Admission 
£2. Tel:01462 450096. 

Sat 29 HARNHILL Annual thanks- 
giving service in Cirencester parish 
church 2pm. Details The Harnhill 
Centre. Harnhill Manor, Cirencester, 
Glos GL7 5PX. Tel: 01285 850283. 
Mon 31 HENLEY All Gardens Great 
and Small - 26 Lovell Close. 10am- 
12pm and 2-5pm. Dick and Barbara 
Chown invite you to support the 
Children’s Society. 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 12 Annual Historic Churches 
Trust sponsored bicycle ride. 
Details: Richard Lethbridge 01993 
824196. 

Fri 25 PLASTOW GREEN nr 
Thatcham. Home and garden open 
for Quiet Day 10am-4pm.Contact 
Ken and Trish Neeves 01635 268583 
or 0118 9713455. 

Sat 26 OXFORD John Henry 
Newman. Dayschool with Canoc^ 
Vincent Strudwick 9.45am 5pm. 
£32.25 inc lunch £25. 5o no lunch. 
Details: Course Assistant for 
Religious Studies. OUDCE, 1 
Wellington Sqaure, Oxford OX1 2JA. 
Tel: 01865 270380. 

OCTOBER 

Fri 9 - Sun 11 OXFORD The 
Carmelite Priory at Boars Hill - 
retreat organised by the Fellowship 
of Contemplative Prayer, details 
01993 868 244. 

NOTICES 

Nepal Hike Away. Alison Brumfitt is 
doing a sponsored hike for six days 
in the Himalayas next February to 
raise money for Scope, the cerebral 
palsy charity. If you would like to 
help her reach her target of £2,000, 
please contact her on 01491 201386. 
She is a published poet and per- 
former and will also give talks to 
church groups for a donation. 

What’s On is a free service 
for our readers. The deadline 
for the September issue is 
August 18 and entries should 
be sent in writing to The 
DOOR at Church House. We 
try to fit in as many requests 
as possible but cannot guar- 
antee that your entry will be 
included. 

There is no August DOOR. 


OFFICE (ROOM D) 
AVAILABLE, 

123 SOU ARE FEET, 
FIRST FLOOR 

Above the recently built New Marston 
’astoral Centre about 1 .5 miles from Oxford 
City Centre, to be leased to a charity or 
professional people working for the local 
ommunity. Function hall 11 m x 6m £10 p/h 
Enquiries to the Administrator, The New Marston 
Pastoral Centre, Jack Straws Lane, Marston, 

Oxford 0X3 0DL. Telephone 01865 434340 or 437912 


DEVELOPMENT 

OFFICER 


UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



required for 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

set up a development office and take forward our 
:citing development plans. 

3/she will have: 

Experience in managing a fund-raising campaign 
Excellent communication and inter-personal skills 
Computer literacy 

Ability to work on own initiative and be part of a 
team 

Understanding of and sympathy with our Christian 
basis 

ycliffe Hall is an Anglican theological college within 
e University of Oxford. 

ill details from Alison Barnes, 
dministrator, Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, 
xford OX2 6PW. Tel. 01885 274201. 

mail: alison.barnes@wycliffe.cx.ac.uk 



CONCERTINAS 
WANTED 

Any type or 
condition. 
Top prices 
paid. Your 
unwanted instrument turned 
into cash. We have the 
largest selection of 
concertinas for sale in Great 
w Britain. All restored and in 
concert pitch. Part 
Exchanges welcome. Repair 
Service Available. 
Always friendly helpful 
services and advice. 

Chris Algar 

01782 (Stoke-on-lTent ) 
816504 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, Religious, 
Poetry, Children's 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 
MINERVA PRESS 
2 Old Brompton Road London SW7 3DQ 


I. W. CLARK 

ASPHALT 8 
COATED 
MACADAM 
SURFACING CONTRACTOR 

6 Lime Grove, Addlestone, 
Weybridge, Surrey KT1 5 1 QY 
01932 882 059 

Would you like your 
driveway or car park 
resurfaced or repaired ? 

30 years experience - we are 
specialists in Asphalt, Coated 
Macadam and Gravel 

§ Drives 

For a free no obligation 
estimate 

PHONE 

01932 882059 




£24,000 A YEAR 
WITH SIX MONTHS OFF! 


Thousands of people from all 
over the UK work on oil rigs. 
Currently the only growth 
industry. It offers great pay and 
the most time off in any full time 
job. 

Due to current expansion 
employers cannot get enough 
personnel. In this, the only manual 
of it's kind you will be given all the 
information on: Life Offshore - Getting Work - Approaching 
Employers - Travel - Services - The Different Jobs. 


companies are actively seeking personnel tor the positions of: 
Chefs, Bakers, Stewards, Abs, Motormen, Mechanics, Welders, 
Fitters. Engineers. Electricians. Maintenance Crews. Painters. 
Drillers. Roughnecks. Roustabouts. Service Hands & more. 


To receive this amazing guide, featuring insider information, based 
on real experience in the offshore oil industry, send a cheque or 

postal order for: \YESl Piease rush me "The^1^rtere”Gu^ ,, 

£ 12.95 to: I including over Fifty names and addresses. I 

* lenclose a cheque/ postal order for £12.95 made 

GOSTAR RETAI L, ipayable to "GOSTAR” 

Forum House, 

lAddress 

235 Regents Park Road f j 

London i 

- iPostCode 

IMJ JLr Please allow 10 days for delivery 
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Christ Church in Wonderland 

On a hot afternoon in July 1 862 Charles 
Dodgson and Ina, Alice and Edith, daughters of 
the Dean of Christ Church where Dodgson 
was a mathematics don, rowed upstream for a 
picnic near Godstow.When seven year-old 
Alice got bored, Dodgson told her a story. The 
result was Aliice in Wonderland . To celebrate the 
centenary of his death in 1 898, Christ Church is 
offering Lewis Carroll Centenary Tours from 
July I until the end of September. They will visit 
parts of the college not normally open such as 
the tree where the Cheshire cat sat. There will 
also be a special exhibition in the Picture 
Gallery. Details from: 0 1 865 276492. 

Twelve hours in church 

Twelve -hours in church sounds like an 
endurance test but an 8am to 8pm service at 
St Mary’s Wexham on July 4 ought to fly by. 
Members of the over-sixties club are reading 
poetry, another hour has been taken over by 
local cubs, brownies and scouts and there will 
be hymns, songs, readings, quiet and prayer to 
while away the time. The marathon was the 
idea of Susan Edwards, PCC Secretary, who 
says they hope to raise money for the restora- 
tion fund through sponsorship and also to 
involve people who do not go to church. 

Marathon PCC service 

Andrew Nesbit has retired after 62 years con- 
tinuous service on the PCC of St Peter’s, 
Woolhampton near Reading. He will continue 
as a member of tne church choir where he 
sings bass, having joined as a treble in 1 933. As 
a young man he was advised to work outside 
to improve his health and he became .a farm- 
hand for ten shillings a week. Years later he 
bought the farm himself although he and his 
wife now live in retirement. 

Oxford out but not down 

The Diocesan cricket team defeated Southwark 
by 1 34 runs on June 8 in the Church Times Cup 
thanks to a century partnership between Hugh 
White andTim Bradshaw. Sadly they lost to their 
old rivals’, London the next weekThat means 
they are likely to be out of the Cup. or having 
won it often are they just giving others a chance? 

But our golfers do well 

A Church of England golf team, which beat the 
Church of Scotland on June 10, included the 
RevdTom Honey, Vicar of Headington Quarry, 
Oxford and the Revd Giles Fraser, Chaplain of 
Wadham College, Oxford. The inter-diocesan 
championships are at Frilford Heath on July I . 


COMING UP SOON 

Use your gifts: train for the 
Church the Portfolio way 
There is no August DOOR 







Pray before you fly 


International airport chaplains 

London Stansted. Chapel in Terminal. 
Always open. Chaplain: Revd Christopher 
Bishop. Tel: 01279 662037. 

Luton Airport. No chapel. Chaplain: Revd 
Michael Banfield. Tel: 01582 395 516. 
Birmingham International Airport. No 
chapel. Chaplains: Revd John Eyles 
(Anglican). Tel: 01675 442215. Revd Fr 
John Nolan (RC). Tel: 0121 783 3507. 
London Gatwick. Chapels in Gatwick 
Village, South Terminal and in Arrivals 
Hall, North Terminal. Always open. Three 
services every day. Chaplain: Revd Philip 
Hughes (Anglican). Part-time RC and Free 
Church chaplains also available. Tel: 
01293 50 5775. 

London Heathrow. St 
George’s Chapel and 
Multi-faith prayer room 
(see right). Open 7am 
till late. Daily Catholic 
Mass 7.30am, 12.30pm, 
also 6pm Sun. Anglican 
Holy Communion by 
arrangement. Free 
Church prayer Tuesdays 
1.30pm. Chaplains: 

Revd Fr David Smith tel: 

0181 745 2613. Mobile: 

0378 876695. Revd 
Murray Thomsett 
(Anglican); also eight 
other full and part-time 
chaplains. Office tele- 
phone: 0181 745 4261. 


of 65 chaplaincies in 30+ 
countries. The 30-year old 
St George’s Chapel was 
designed to put God at the 
centre of the airport but, 
due to expansion, has left 
Him somewhat marooned 
on a traffic island! On the 
same site, but more acces- 
sible to wheelchair users 
than the underground St 
George’s, is the new multi- 
faith prayer room. 

Heathrow is the busiest 
international airport in 
the world with 57,000 staff 
and last year 58.1 million passengers. ‘I like 
to think that each day there is somebody 
who needs my ministry,’ says David Smith. 
‘Sometimes there’s just one; sometimes it’s 
overwhelming if there are delays on 
flights.’ He is also chaplain to the 
Metropolitan Police at the airport, and he 
works closely with the Refugees Arrivals 
Project, and with Travel-Care, an organisa- 
tion which helps distressed passengers. 

Trained in post traumatic stress coun- 
selling, fire fighting and evacuation 
procedures, David believes the job is what 
you make it: ‘You have to build up your 
own relationships. All the doors that open 
to you have to be knocked on for an awfully 
long time. I visit all the airline staff, irre- 
spective of their faith. In fact I was very 
warmly welcomed by a rather bemused 
Iran Air just a few weeks ago!’ He greatly 
enjoys visits from fellow IACAC members 
when he is keen to show off the latest facili- 
ties such as the new Heathrow Express rail 
link to Paddington. And he is looking for- 
ward to being involved in the airport radio 
station planned for next year 
and the Eurostar Terminal 
due to open in 2002. 

But it can be a stressful 
and lonely life and a chap- 
lain has to be ready for 
anything: ‘When a Virgin 
Atlantic plane came down on 
two wheels, I had to rush 
back, abandoning a trolley- 
full of frozen food in a 
supermarket! Of course, Joe 
Public will say, no one was 
hurt that time, but you see, 
for over an hour, 180 people 
had all resolved that they 
were going to die.’ 

‘We are here for every- 


body,’ says Philip Hughes, Anglican 
Chaplain at Gatwick Airport. ‘If you are 
coming through on a pilgrimage or as indi- 
viduals, just let us know and we will 
arrange a service for you.’ David Smith 
agrees. ‘We are a worldwide network, so if 
someone has to make a difficult journey, if 
there is sad news to be broken, or someone 
needs help continuing their journey, we 
will help. Go to any information desk and 
ask for the chaplain, or just go to the 
chapel. Many people are surprised that 
there is a priest to talk to. So many clergy 
are bogged down with administration. I 
have none of that and am free to do the 
ministry to which God called me.’ 

Interview and photos: Venetia Horton 


Perks of the job: as vice-president of the International 
Association of Civil Aviation Chaplains, David Smith 
travels the world for annual meetings 


On call 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, the airport chaplain can 
never predict what sort of day he 
will have - except that it will never 
be boring. Which is ideal for the 
Revd David Smith, one of only 
three full-time Anglican priests to 
belong to the International 
Association of Civil Aviation 
Chaplains (IACAC). 

‘Our aim is to provide a 
Christian presence in what can be 
a very secular, and a very emo- 
tional environment,’ he says. 

‘When they see a priest, even peo- 
ple with no religion will realise 
this is someone they can talk to, someone 
they can confide in - a sort of walking 
Samaritans, if you like!’ 

The chaplaincy at Heathrow Airport is 
one of the largest in a worldwide network 



WYDALE 'N 

York Diocesan Centre 

"A PLACE FOR ALL REASONS 
IN ALL SEASONS" 


Wydale Hall offers residential facilities for up to 67 guests. Ideal 
for conferences, retreats and holidays. Ground floor bedroom and 
chairlift. 

Emmaus Centre is a separate unit providing self-catering 
accommodation for up to 30 guests. 

Primarily for young people, it is low cost with dormitory style 
sleeping accommodation. 

East Wing provides accommodation for up to 16 physically 
handicapped guests plus 8 carers/leaders. 

An all-weather multi-sports pitch is also available 


For details please contact: The Warden, Wydale, York 
Diocesan Centre, Brompton by Sawdon, Scarborough, 
North Yorks. Y013 9DG 
TeL 01723 859270 or Fax: 01723 850702 
Reg. Charity No, 244976 


The LODGE TRUST 

Registered Christian Charity founded in 1984, with the 
Lord's help, is providing a home and place of work for 
adults with learning disabilities. 

Because of promotions and expansion we require now and 
later In the year. 

• Residential care workers at senior, basic and trainee levels 

We provide: 

• Salary and free board and accommodation • Induction 
training • NVQ training • Annual appraisal 

You will have: 

• Good communication skills • Commitment to share a 
Christian lifestyle with others • Ability to respond to 
physical, mental & spiritual needs of the residents 

• Preparedness to further aims of this Christian organisation 

You should prayerfully respond by: 

• Sending for information and application forms to: 

Fred D. Hutton 

The Lodge Trust, MARKET OVERTON, 

Oakham, Rutland LE15 7PL 01572 767234 
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The Eckhart Society 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

-30 AUGUST 1998 


will be held at Plater College, Oxford. 
The speakers are: 

Fr. Philip MacShane OP, 

Dr. Joseph Milne, 

Prof. Dr Alois Haas 
& Prof. Bernard McGinn 

John O'Donohue will provide an evening of poetry 
The cost will be £105 residential and £80 non- 
residential. Full details and booking forms are 
available from the Secretary to the Society: 
ASHLEY YOUNG, 

Summa. 22 Tippings Lane, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire 
RG5 4RX 

Telephone: (0118) 969 0118 

The registered aim of the Society is to 
advance the education of the public in the 
writings and teachings of Meister Eckhart. 

For details about the Society, including 
subscription rates for membership and the 
Review, please write to the above address. 

MEMBERSHIP IS INTERNATIONAL AND OPEN TO ALL 
Registered Charity Number: 1042199 


Amen! 


David Winter’s 


Handel’s Messiah takes us through the whole story of 
God’s redemption, from exile and banishment, as it 
were, to a place in heaven. No wonder it ends with an 
‘Amen’ - in fact, by my reckoning, no less than 43 
‘Amens’! We’re all used to ‘Amen’ as the last word of a 
prayer, sometimes almost a reflex response, but here the 
single word is invested with enormous significance. 
‘Amen* is a Hebrew word, transliterated into Greek in 
the New Testament and taken over into every language 
in which Christian worship is offered. It means, literally, 
‘truth’. So in saying ‘amen’ to a prayer we are accepting 
it as ‘truth’ . . . not just abstract truth, but truth to be 
believed, truth for us. ‘Amen* says, in effect, ‘me too*. It 
involves me in the worship or prayer of another person 
or a group, and makes it mine. It also has an active 
sense: ‘may this be true’, ‘may this come to pass’, ‘so be 
it’. To say ‘amen’, then, is much more than simple con- 
currence. It is to commit to the hope that is being 
turned into prayer or the truth that is being celebrated. 
This is what we might call the ‘Amen’ principle. It’s the 
recognition that a universal truth has been personally 
appropriated. The story of God’s dealings with our race 
is not simply one to read, or listen to, or enjoy. It is a 
story that brings us to our knees in adoration. Then with 
earthly and angelic choirs we can add our own ‘Amen*. 
So be it. 
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This reflection is abridged from David Winter's book Forty 
Days with the Messiah (BRF £5.99) which is based on the 
words of Handel's Messiah. 





